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Revision History

Version |Date Description
1.0 11-July-2008 |Initial version
1.0.3 4-Aug-2008 |Add a trouble shooting section
1.0.5 19-Aug-2008 |Add a section to describe the possible installation architecture.
(Use a single database, or one database for the master and
another one for the slave sites, or use as many databases than
there are websites).
Add also a section concerning the upgrade of Joomla and
extensions
1.0.5.1 |28-0Oct-2008 |Grammar check
1.1.0 29-Oct-2008 |Jms Multi Sites version 1.1.0 functionalities
- Update Site management
- Add template management
- Add front-end slave site creation
- Add payment module sample and configuration
(VirtueMart case study)
- Add setting and “billable” website quota.
1.2.0 20-jun-2009 |Jms Multi Sites version 1.2.0 functionalities
- add replication into new DB
- add user sharing (Single Sign-in) and extension sharing
- add install/uninstall propagation for limited extensions
- add install syncrhonisation between a wesite and its “website
template”
- add creation of deployment folder and possibility to create an
alias folder
21-jun-2009 |Add a description on the list of valid character accepted in DB
name, DB user and DB password
1.2.79 16-mar-2012 |- Update introduction.
- Add parameters descriptions
- Add the Joomla 2.5 installation description and
troubleshooting.
- Replaced several screen with the Joomla 2.5 one.
- Remove PHP 4.3 compatibility and MySQL 4.x compatibility.
1.3.0 30-jul-2012 |- Describe the new variant of the product (basic, medium, full)
- Add Geo-Localisation
- Add Browser Feature detection (mobile, languages)
- Allow modifying the default Menu, Template, Language
- Add redirection (SEO)
- Add Settings configuration and possibility to have multisites
present into any directory
- Add the "Maintenance" feature to compare a DB structure with
SQL statements
> Extends the Joomla 2.5 / Extension Manager / Database /
Fix feature.
> Add possibility to cleanup (remove) Joomla directories
> Add possibility to cleanup JMS symbolic links
> Add possibility to refresh JMS symbolic links after moving an
installation
e _sg . ®
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- Add Multisites User Exit to allow creating hard-coded value and
avoid build master index

- Add Symbolic Link for Windows Server 2008, Windows Vista,
Windows 7 and PHP 5.3.3 or higher

- Provide default "templates" rules

1.3.09 17-apr-2013 |Add the logo Joomla 3.0 in the cover page to show that JMS 1.3
is compatible with Joomla 3.0
1.3.16 27-aug-2013 |Add the logo Joomla 3.x to reflect that JMS 1.3 is compatible with
Joomla 3.0 & 3.1
1.3.65 21-apr-2017 |Reflects that JMS 1.3 is compatible with Joomla 3.x and tested
on 3.6.5 to 3.7.0 RC2
1.3.68 25-apr-2017 |Update the “About Us” menu to describe the new download ID
field added to all JMS self declare into the Joomla Update.
This new feature requires Joomla 3.7 or higher.
1.3.77 15-apr-2021 |Add Joomla 4.0 — beta-7 compatiblity limitations.
Disabled the installation of layers under J4.0 as this feature was
not used by the users.
Add screenshot relative to the installation under Joomla 4.0
e _sg . ®
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1. Introduction

Welcome to the Jms Multi Sites’ world. This user manual describes the “Jms Multi
Sites” (formerly joomla multisites) that is a native component for Joomla 1.5, 2.5,
3.x and 4.0. The same zip (packages) can be installed on any of these joomla
versions.

We didn’t check the package on Joomla 1.6 and 1.7. This does not mean that it
does not work.

A dynamic website is composed of 2 parts:
e An application that is here the Joomla PHP code; It can be considered as
static and the same for any website.
e And a Database where is store the dynamic content. There is also some files
and folders like the images that are part of the dynamic content.
The concept of Jms Multi Sites is to give the possibility to use the same Joomla
application to create several websites. The idea is to avoid maintain several joomla
application (one for each website) when it is possible to use the same application to
manage several websites.

“Jms Multi Sites” is a component that extends Joomla with the ability to manage
multiple joomla website configurations, while sharing the same Joomla
installation.

With Jms Multi Sites you can use a single Joomla installation to manage multiple
databases, or the same database with different table prefixes (other than jos_).

Each Joomla configuration file can be mapped (assigned) to one or more domain
names. When Jms Multi Sites receives a query for a special host (i.e.
www.domainl.com), it searches to see if the domain corresponds to a special Multi
Sites configuration file. When the site is served, it uses the specific configuration
file to connect to the database. If no special configuration is found, it uses the
default original configuration file (The master website configuration).

The install/uninstall of an extension is also possible within a ‘slave’ site.
A slave site can only re-install an extension that is previously installed on the
master site, and only if it has exactly the same version number.

With the new Object Oriented Joomla 1.5 (or higher) architecture, it is possible to
reduce the number of places where the core Joomla files will need patching. A
special menu is provided to let you supervise the files that are patched and check
if the patches are correctly installed. The patches are installed on the current
Joomla files to potentially benefit of bug fixes and security fixes.

Under Joomla 4.0 we disabled the installation of JMS layers as such feature was
not used by the users in previous versions.

ultisite
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1.1. What is new in Jms Multi Sites 1.1

Jms Multi Sites 1.1 adds new functionality to simplify the creation of slave
sites:

A basic database replication that can be used to create a slave sites based
on another one. This allows you to avoid the re-installation of extensions
as the database is copied with its content. This functionality allows
creating “template websites” rules that will be used during a slave site
creation.
For a Unix platform, the possibility to deploy a slave site into another
directory than the master website using the “Symbolic Link” mechanism. A
new interface allows you to partially define the new website structure
based on master structure.
The possibility the have specific template, image, media, cache, log, and
tmp folders. (When a themes folder is specific, this allows the website to
manage [install, uninstall] its own templates.)
A system to allow creating slave sites from the front-end
o Itis possible to create “free” slave sites or
0 Create “billable” slave sites.

With this function, it is possible to use an eCommerce application

such as VirtueMart to order slave sites and wait until their payment

to activate the slave site.

- You can either develop your own interface with your eShop or
- In the case of VirtueMart use a special plugin we have
developed to propose a fully integrated system.
See Plugin “Jms Multi Sites for VirtueMart”.

1.2. What is new in Jms Multi Sites 1.2

Jms Multi Sites 1.2 adds new functionality to simplify the creation of slave
sites:

Now it is possible to replicate a website into another DB. The restriction
that was present in JMS 1.1.x is no more present.

Possibility to create MySQL DB user and password on the fly when you
have “root” permissions.

Now when saving a slave site based on a “website template” there is an
automatic syncrhonisation of new extension installed.

This allow now update the “website template” an refresh the children slave
site with the new extensions installed;

The website template contain a new panel that allow define sharing rules.
For example, it allows sharing the standard Joomla users, VirtueMart
user, all VirtueMart eShop, all Community Builder, all JomSocial, ...

A new tool menu allow to supervise the extension installed and the DB
table installed. With this new tool it is possible to install, uninstall
extension based on the one already installed on the master website or in a
website template. It is also possible to propagate the install/uninstall to

ultisite
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the children slave sites. You can also decide to share some extension and

propagate this sharing to children slave sites.

1.3. What is new in IJms Multi Sites 1.3

Jms Multi Sites 1.3 adds new functionalities to help for the maintenance but
also to create variant of a same domain based on geo-localisation but also
browser features like mobile phone, language.

The functionalities are spread in different variant of Jms Multi Sites.

The variants are:

e Basic: It contains the minimum functionalities to create websites
e Medium: It adds the geo-localisation and browser feature such as mobile

phone detection, browser language
e Full: It adds the layout management and the websites creation from the

front-end.

JMS 1.3.x

JMS 1.2.x

Basic

Medium

Full

Default template rule

W

Change default template, menu,
language

W

SEO - redirect first domain

Ignore master website creation for
optimisation

Facility to propagate template
actions and specific path

Possibility to  customize the
symbolic link path (possibility to
create relative path).

0o O 00 00

Possibility to create “dir links” to
create directory and symbolic links
into sub-directories.

0

Symbolic Link for Windows Vista,
2008 or higher and Windows 7
with PHP 5.3.3 or higher

Additional tools functionalities for
joomla 2.5 and 3.x

- Install templates

- Install languages

Maintenance menu
- check DB structure;
- fix DB structure
- remove joomla
- download new joomla
- install new joomla
- remove JMS symbolic links
- refresh JMS symbolic links

Settings configuration

ultisite
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Multisites configuration outside of
joomla
Geo-localisation
- Continent;
- Countries,
- States;
- Cities
- Zip code
- Longitude and latitude
- Metro code (USA & Canada)
- Area code (USA)
Browser feature o (=] v v
- User agent (safari, iphone,
chrome, ...)
- Accepted language

L W

0 ©
<

Check for update v (=] v ‘vf
Layout menu and website creation v (=] =] vy

from the front-end

Menu variant depending on the package type

Medium / FULL

Administration ¥ Joomlar

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 vistors { 1 Admin = 0 B Yiew Site o Log out
| BEQO = & @
Site Manager :ms mutisites 1.3 FULL - MASTER T = e
" Delete Eciit ey Mew Like Help Options
Manage sites Templates Tools Check patches Maintenance User's Manual Check for Updates Settings Layouts About us
Fitter: Go  Reset - Selectzarver- (% -Salectdb- % - Stas - % |- Select owner - [
Hum [ id Site name Domains db server DB Prefix User status Expiration Owner

Display # 20 %

Joomls! 2.5.6

JooimlalE s free software released under the GhIU General Public License

Basic

- - @
multisite
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Administration ¥ Joomlal’

Site. Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 Yistors & 2 pdmns =0 B View Ste o Log aut

f 4%
% Site Manager : Jms Multi Sites 1.3.x BASIC - MASTER M o CIE fg

: - +*r W
Delete Edit Mewy Mevwy Like: Help Options

Manage sites Templates Tools Check patches Maintenance User's Manual Settings About us
Fitter: Go | Reset - Select serwer - % - Selectdb - (% |- Status - (% | - Select owner - (¥
Hum D id Site name Domains db server DB Prefix User status  Expiration Owner

Display # 20w

Joomlal 2.5.6

Joomlal® s free software relessed under the GHU General Public License.

1.3.1.6eo-Localisation.

The geo-localisation service is provided via different method.

We provide 3 methods:
e Free MaxMind database for country and cities;
e MaxMind online website service that require a license from MaxMind;
e Quova online website service that require a license from Quova.

MaxMind and Quova are companies that provide Geo-Localisation services.
We provided 2 different providers to give you the choice concerning their
pricings.

- - @
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2. Installation

The installation for Joomla 1.5, 2.5, 3.x and 4.0 is very similar and consists in
using the Joomla installer.

In the next sections, the procedure for both Joomla versions is provided.

We start with the installation on joomla 2.5 and after we repeat the procedure with
joomla 1.5 and joomla 4.0.

In case where you encounter a problem during the installation that might be
caused by a server limitation such as the “upload_max_site” that is too small, we
also provide an alternate procedure to install Jms Multi Sites from a directory.

2.1. Installation on Joomla 2.5 and 3.x

Joomla 2.5 (and 3.x) provides a very simple installation interface.

Go in the “extension” menu and select the “Extension Manager” menu.

The installation consists in selecting the “Jms Multi Sites” Zip file in the package
field (as shown below).

A tutorial video also show how to install Jms Multi Sites on joomla 1.6, 1.7 or 2.5.
http:/ /tutorial.jms2win.com/joomla/multisite-12x/install-on-joomla-160

Administration ¥ Joomlal
Site Users Menus Content Components | Extensions ‘ Help & Dvistors &0 0 Adming = 0 B9 Yiew Site o Log out
» : ; Ay | e»
Extension Manager: Insta = Mo Manager L2 4
© Plug-in Manager Options Help

Template Manager

Install Update Manage Discover Diéd Language Manager

Upload Package File

Package File | Ciomlzimultisitestoom_multisitas_1.3.0.zip | iBrowse..i | | Upload & Install

Install from Directory

Install Directory Install

Install from URL

Install URL hiep:if Install

Joomlal 256

Joomlal® iz free sofbware released under the GhU General Public License.

multisite
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When the installation is complete, you are informed that a backup of some core
Joomla files is performed in case you decide to uninstall the component.

You are also invited to register the application, although this is not mandatory. If
you decline to register, the application will work perfectly. However, you will
receive ads in the administration of the multi sites. You can retrieve the “register”
button in the “about us” menu.

Administration ¥ Joomlar
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 Wisitors & 2 admins = 0 B Wiewr Site o Log out
. &0
“ Extension Manager: Install 3[4

Citions Help

Install Update Manage Discover Database Warnings

6 i I towas

Jms Multi Sites FULL edition.
Single Joomla installation using multiple configurations.
With benefit of multiple configuration files, it is possible to connect on multiple databases or use the same database with different table prefix.

When you decide to use the same database for all the websites (master and slave sites), it is strongly recommended to never use Jos_" as table prefix.

With older Joomla prior 1.5.3, we have notice that standard Joomla installation process can delete the users present in jos_users table whatever the table prefix
selected.

If you decide to use as many databases than there are websites, jos_ table prefix is allowed.

Ensure also that you have enought rights to create and update joomla files. This is required to install the patches in the standard joomla files.

With JMS 1.1 it is now possible to create slave site from a "template website™. This feature is particular usefull if you can to propose a “front-end™ dynamic
slave site creation.
With this version, it is also possible to propoese a "billable™ front-end website creation and create a bridge with your eShop system (ie. VirtueMart).

With JMS 1.2.%, it is now possible to replicate website into another DB, share the user and a limited number of extension.

With JMS 1.3.x BASIC edition, this includes the back-end website creation with maintenance facilities and SEO redirection and possibility to change the joomla
default templates, languages, menu.

With JMS 1.3.x MEDIUM edition, this adds the geo-localisation, browser feature detection (device, language) facilities to the basic edition.

With JMS 1.3.x FULL edition, this adds to the medium edition the layout and website creation from the front-end.

A backup directory ‘M:imywebs't1j25/: inistratoricomi. ‘com_multisites'backup_on_install’ is created.
This directory contain ALL the joornla core files that will be patched.
The installation ofthe patches can he performed by using the MultiSites administration.

Click on the download buttons to get the latestfree Maxmind country and cities Databases reguired when the Geo-localisation is enabled.
¥ou can also get the latest version when you go in the settings menu.

Country DB {geoip.dat): Please download the free countty | Downioad |atest country
L]

City DB {(geolitecity.dat): Please download the free cities DB | Digwnload latest cities

This cornponent is not registered

Please consider to register this component.

Ifyou have purchased this component, it may be asked you that your enter the jms2win.com login an password to allow return the registration code to this product
Ifyou are a new user, itwill be proposed to buy this component

Ifyou don'twant to register this component now, ads will be displayed duting the adrinistration of this cormponent

o to the about menu ifyou want register this component 1ater,

Register

Upload Package File

Package File Browse... Upload & Instal
Install from Directory
Install Directary Install
Install fram URL
Install URL btpedi Install
Joomlal 256

JoommlalEis free software relsased under the Ghill General Public License

L.

multisite

Page: 12/103



20%

Jms Multi Sites — User Manual v1.3

When the registration is completed, you are redirected to Multi Sites
administration component.

Administration ¥ Joomlal

Site Users Menus Content Comy s Ext. i Help b 0 Vistors &, 1 &dmin = 0 B8 Yiew Sie o Log out

'a'\ Site Manager | 0 b 4 ::

Delete Eclit Q= ey Like Help

Manage sites Templates Tools Check patches User's Manual Check for Updates Settings Layouts About us
Filter: Go Eeset - Select server - (% - Select db - % - Status - W - Select owner - W
Hum [] id Site name Domains db server DB Prefix User status Expiration Owner

Dizplay # 20 (%

Joomlal 253

JoomlalE iz free software releazed under the GHU General Public Licenze.

2.2. Installation on Joomla 1.5

Joomla 1.5 provides a very simple installation interface.

The installation consists of setting the “UJms Multi Sites” Zip file into the package
field (as shown below).

A tutorial video also show how to install Jms Multi Sites on joomla 1.5.

http:/ /www.jms2win.com/en/tutorial#jms12x-3

Y1 Joomlal” Joomla Multi Sites / Multiple joomla configuration

Site Menus Content Comp it Ext i Tools Help Legacy: 1.0 1% Preview 0 My 9 Logout

()

Help

o Extension Manager

Ingtall Components Modules Plugins L T

Upload Package File
Package File: C:Joomlatmultizitesimultisites_V1.0.0.zip Browse... | Upload File & Install

Install from Directory
Inztall Directory: Install

Install from URL
Install URL: http: 44 Inztall

Joomlal iz Free Software released under the GHLIGPL Licenze.

- - @
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When the installation is complete, you are informed that a backup of some core

Joomla files is performed in case you decide to uninstall the component.

You are also invited to register the application, although this is not mandatory. If

you decline to register, the application will work perfectly. However, you will
receive ads in the administration of the multi sites. You can also retrieve the

“register” button in the “about us” menu.

Inztall Components Modules Plugins Languages Templates

@ Install Component Success

Joomla Multi Sites.
Single Joomla installation using multiple configurations.

With benefit of multiple configuration files, it is possible to connect on multiple databases or use the same database with different table prefix.

It iz strongly recommended to never use ’jos_' as table prefix. Event for the master site.
We have notice that standard Joomla installation process can delete the users present in jos_users table.

A backup directory "ctinetpub'scripts \PHPwcreditcard'administrator'components'com_multisites'backup_on_install’ is created.
This directory cortain ALL the joomla care files that will be patched.
The installstion of the patches can be performed by using the MultiStes administeation.

Thiz component iz not registered.

Pleaze consider to register thiz component.

If yvou have purchased thiz component, it will be asked that you enter the registration code sent by email.

If you are a new uzer, it wil be propozed to buy this component.

If you don't weant to register this component nove, adz will be displayed during the administration of this component
o to the about menu if you wwant register this component later.

Register

Upload Package File

Package File: Browse... I Upload File & Install

When the registration is completed, you are redirected to Multi Sites
administration component.

-
Site Manager g .
Delete Eciit
Manage =ites Templates Tools Check patches Uszer's Manual Check for Updates Settings About us

@ OQ
e Help

- Select senver - ;I - Select db - ;I - Status - ;I - Select owner - ;I

# l_ 1D Site name Domains db server DB Prefix User status Expiration Owner

Display # 20 =]

ultisite
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2.3. Installation from a directory

Jms Multi Sites is an extension that makes more than 4.6MB and sometimes the
hosting environment has a limitation is the size of “packaged” that can be
uploaded.

To identify the maximum size of the files that can be uploaded on your server, you
can check your PHP information.

On Joomla 2.5 (and 3.x), you can access the menu Site / System Information and
after select the “PHP information” tabs.

On Joomla 1.5, the information is available via the Help / System information.

There, search for the “apload_max_filesite” and the “post_max_size” parameter.
The minimum of these 2 values defines the maximum joomla package size.

45

0 System Information ¥

Directory Parmisshun PHE I mation

PHP Information

@ PHP Version 5.2.17

ultisite
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If the size that you read in your “System Information” is too small to upload the
“Zip” file then you need to proceed with the installation from a directory OR change
your PHP “upload_max_filesize” and “post_max_site”.

If you are using a server with the WHM administration tool, you can find the PHP
environment parameter in “PHP Configuration Editor” with “advanced menu”.

In case where you can not increase the “upload_max_filesize” and the
“post_max_size” then you need to install form a directory.

In this case, your FTP tool to copy the “com_multisites_V1.2.xx.zip” into a
temporary directory. After that, unzip the files present in this temporary directory.
Once you have extracted all the files into a temporary directory, you can use the
Joomla “installation from a directory”.

A video that shows how to proceed with the installation from a directory is
available at

http:/ /tutorial.ims2win.com/joomla/multisite-12x/cpanel/install-from-directory

Administration  Joomlal’
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help <& 0 Visitors &1 admin = 0 B View Site o Log out
: AL 45

u Extension Manager: Install B e»

Options Help

Install Update Manage Discover Database Warnings

Upload Package File

Package File | |[ B Upload & Install

Install from Directory

Install Directory  smainsimydamain comisubdomainimaster2Sipublic_htmltmpdms | Install |

Install from URL

Install URL hittpetf Install

Joomlal 2.5.3

JoomlalE is free software releazed under the GhU General Public License.

The fact that you upload the file manually with an FTP tool and that you unzip it
(uncompress it, extract it). So this avoid the limitation of the maximum upload
size. This also may avoid a potential issue concerning a timeout during the upload
as you have already uploaded the file manually and also unzipped it.

multisite
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2.4. Installation on Joomla 4.0

The installation under Joomla 4.0 is similar to the Joomla 3.x

provides a very simple installation interface.

This is just the Joomla extensions installation menu location that has changed of
place after that Joomla revamp its user interface.

A System Dashboard - MasTEF x & §

€« C' | [) mywebs/j400b7 fadministrator/index php foption=com_cpanel&view =cpanel&dasnboard =systemz# e B =
5 Apps 5 Google Webmaster Tool & Google e Bookmark Manager (] O¥H [ Hostgator [ 3eff (] Fidupress [l localhost - M52in - M Gongle Adwords & Google Analytics ¥ Amazon CloudFront: »

¥ Joomial A~ System Dashboard X dﬂ ] = +O

Fostinstallsion . PrivateMessages  MASTERJA0.0_  UserMenu

Toggle Menu
@ Togg £ Setup #=Manage o Templates
A Home Dashbaard Global Configuration Extensions Site Templates
B content > = . Languages Site Template Styles
# Maintenance
i= Menus > =& Content Languages Administrator Templates
Clear Cache
¥ Components > & 7 Language Overrides Administrator Template Styles
Global Check-in v
83 Users > B Content Security Policy Mail Templates
© Information S
ugins
& System # User Permissions
Warnings E] Ny
o Hel Redirects
p Groups
Installation Messages E] =
Site Modules

Access Levels

System Information &
Administrator Modules

Settings

Database v

& Update Text Filters
X Install

Joomla v s s e :

Extensions v | '
Discover v ! Add module to the dashboard C
—— Update Sites . '
Languages D v e :

- - @
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After that, the extension manager installer is still the same as under Joomla 3.x a
show below

14 Extensions: Install - MASTEF X

L o C' | [) mywebs/{00b7 fadministrator findex phpzoption=com_installer&view =instal| g

iif Apps % GoogleWebmaster Tool G Google ¢ BookmarkManager (] OVH (T Hostgator [ Jeff (] Fidupress [ locahost - Ms2win -1 |G| Google Adwords & Google Analytics  § Amazon CloudFront: »

B Joomiat P¥. Extensions: Install B A’ ] = vO

Postinstalltion . PrivateMesssges  MASTERJAQ.O_  Userbanu

Toggle Menu
i & Options ? Help

4 Home Dashboard

E Content > B Upload Package File Install from Folder Install from URL Install from Web
= Menus > &
Upload & Install Joomla Extension
P¥- Components > ==
8% Users > A
A/ System :
o Help l

Drag and drop file here to upload

1 Or browse for file

Maximum upload size: 32.00 MB

- - @
multisite
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3. Administration of multiple sites

The administration divided into four main parts:

- Manage Sites: Administration of the ‘Slave’ sites
This part consists in giving a ‘symbolic’ name to a slave site and in supplying
the list of domain names associated with this site.

- Template Sites: Administration of ‘template websites’

This part consists in selecting an existing slave site, defining the rules to
create a new table prefix, and managing domain rules to create the
deployment directory structure.

- Tools: Allow the supervision of the extensions installed in the slave sites.
A tree display the website dependencies and allows to
install/uninstall/share extensions with the master or template (parent)
website. It also allow propagate the action to the children website.

- Check patches: Administration of the ‘Master’ site.

This part deals with installing/un-installing the ‘Master’ site’s patches.

- Maintenance: Allow checking the DB structure but also provide tools to
help fix the DB structure modification in case of update/upgrade of joomla
or extensions.

Manage sites Templates Tools Check patches Maintenance User's Manual Check for Updates Settings Layouts Abourt us

The other options give you access to the latest version of this manual, the patches
definition update, settings for the “billable” websites, layouts and additional
information about the component.
It is also possible to receive a new download ID corresponding to your JMS version
as explained in the section 8.3.1 when you login in our www.jms2win.com website
and when you go in your “personal account” menu. There you can request to
retrieve a new download ID corresponding to the product that you have ordered.
See also our FAQ where you can find a video and a PDF that show how to get the
latest version.
e http://www.jms2win.com/en/faq/fag-joomla-multi-sites#cat-122
e Video :
http:/ /tutorial.jms2win.com/joomla/multisite-
12x/getlatestversion/index.html
e PDF:
http://www.jms2win.com/en/documentation /doc_download /20-how-to-
get-the-latest-version

ultisite
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3.1. Check patches

Once the component is installed, the first operation that needs to be performed is
the installation of the patches.

Each time you access the management of the site, verification is performed and a
warning message will inform you of a potential issue.

“Check patches” scans several files and directory to verify if the patches are
installed.

For each file or directory, a diagnosis with a short description of the corrective
action is reported. The permission of the files and directories is also checked to
report potential problems during the patches installation. This should let the user
know where to update permissions before installing the patches.

Click on the “check patches” menu to install the patches.

Administration

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 Visttors & 2 admine =0 B View Site o Log ot
N q i L
@“‘“\ Check patches installation \ T_S .

nstsl  [Uninstal  Cancel  Help

: iN Jms Multi Sit

. ! Version : 1.3.0.betaZ - FULL (Lafest availabie

« Patches defintion version 1.3.00 fLatest avarable: 1.3.00)

Files Status

administratorcomponentsicom_multisites
Imultisites.xml

administratordefines php
defines.php

includes/defines_multisites php

Ok

Ok
Ok
Mot Ok

« File Mot Found
Actions:

o Addthe file

includes/multisites php Mot 0K
® File MotFound
Actions:

o Addthe file

installation Mot Ok

o [NOK]Directory Mot Found

As you can see, a very limited number of patches are required to extend Joomla
with Multi Sites functionality. Some of the patches concern core Joomla files, and
others concern some extensions like VirtueMart, Community Builder, JCE, etc.
Taking benefit of the new Joomla Object Oriented Architecture, it is now possible
to gain control of some part of Joomla, and in particular, to perform some pre-
processing without changing Joomla itself.

ultisite
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3.1.1.Install the patches

If the patches installer finds that any patches are missing, the “Install” button

will be visible.

Check patches installation

v Q@

Cancel Help

The installation will execute all the actions reported by “Check patches”.
When the patches are installed, you might need to re-login into the

administration screen.

Return to “Check Patches” to verify the installation.

Administration

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help

"\ Check patches installation

Jms Multi Sites

BT Version : 1.3.0.beta2 - FULL (.

« Patches definition version 1.3.00 fLatest avaligible: 1.3.00)

Files Status
administratorfcormponentsicorn_multisitesimultisites sl 0K
administrator/defines.php Ok
defines.php Ok
includesidefines_multisites.php [a]54
includesimultisites.php [s]4
installation Ok
installationiindex.php [s]4
configuration.php 0K
administrator/componentsicom_configfmodelsfapplication.php Ok
librariesfjoomlaidatabaseidatabase php 0K
libraries/joomlard d mysgl.php Ok
librariesfjoomlardatabaseidatabaseimysgli.php 0K
librariesfjoomlalinstallerinstaller.php [a]54
librariesfinomlaisession/session.php Ok
libraries/fjoomlaiuserfuser php [a]54
componentsicom_contenthelpersiroute.php Ok
components/com_contentimodelsiaricles.php [a]54

Congratulation, all the pateches are successfully installed.

Joomlal 2.5.6

Joomlal® iz free software released under the GhIU General Public License.

& 0visitors &L 2 Admins

! Joormlal’
=0 @ view Ste 0 Lo out

45
A A 4
Uninstall  Cancel Help

Remark:

Among all the patches that are installed, there is the joomla “installation”
directory that is restored. The “installation” directory that is restore is an
original “English” version that comes from the “joomla.org” packages.

multisite
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If you have installed your Joomla for another languages and that you used
another joomla distribution package (ie. Joomla.fr), then we strongly suggest
that you restore the “installation” directory from your original package in
which the language files will be present.

3.1.2.Uninstall the patches

When at least one patch is installed, the “Uninstall” button will be available.
This button allows you to restore all files that were saved during the
installation of the patches.

3.2. Manage Sites

The management of the sites is very simple and consists of the declaration of
the domain name (or sub-domain) you wish to share the master Joomla
installation with.
Before describing the creation of ‘slave’ sites, we present possible architecture
and organisation.

3.2.1 _Multi sites architecture

3.2.1.1.Databases architecture

Jms Multi Sites architecture mainly consists of using separate

configuration files for each individual website. To separate the content of

each website, it is important to use a different database, or the same

database with different table prefix (other than jos_).

A limitation discovered in an old standard Joomla installation which

concerns the fos_users’ table: all its records are deleted during the

standard Joomla installation no matter what table prefix the user has

decided to use during this installation. It seems that this limitation is no

more present in Joomla 1.5.3 or higher.

To prevent the deletion of the §os_users’ records created by another

website, it is mandatory to never use the §os_’ table prefix if the database

is shared by multiple sites.

This leads to the following possible architectures:

e Single database to store the information of all the websites (master
and slave sites). In this case, jos_’ table prefix is forbidden.

ultisite
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Single
database
T

ey
master

smver—

‘-\-\-\_‘_‘_‘--=I—=|—=l-"_'_'_F'-I
slavel

]
e

e Use one database for the master site and one database for the slave
sites. In this case, ‘jos_’ table prefix is allowed for the master
database and is forbidden for the slave database.

This architecture is use when you install Jms Multi Sites on an
existing website which has limitations on the number of databases
you can create.

Master Slave
database database

S T,

Oy
\q________,/

slawves

e
e

e Use as many databases as there are websites.
In this case the “jos_” table prefix is allowed for all the websites.
When your hosting provider does not limit the number of databases,
you can use this architecture to work with the Joomla default
installation architecture.

ulti:
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Master Slavel Slave2
database database database

3.2.1.2.Location on the disk

To make all the websites saw from internet as totally separated websites,
we recommend to avoid creating slave site into a subdirectory of another
website.

We suggest the follow directory name convention when this is possible.

When using a domain name, we suggest to deploy the website into a
directory “domains”. So that each domain will be beside of each other and
never be a subdirectory of an existing website. This avoid for example that
a Search Engine index the subdirectory instead of the domain.

When using a subdomain, we suggests to groups all the subdomains of a
domain into a “subdomains” directory. For same reason, this avoid to
have the subdomains discovered as a subdirectory of something else.

In addition, for the domain and subdomains, we suggest to deploy the
website into a “public_html” directory. So that, this give you the
possibility to have privates directories beside the “public_html” one. This
can be used for example to have a “download” directory, a “backup”
directory, ...

URL Directory location

www.domain.com [HOME]/domains/domain.com /public_html

mysubdomain.domain.com [HOME]/domains/domain.com/subdomains/mysubdomains/public_html
Domain.com/subdirectory [HOME]/domains/domain.com/public_html/subdirectory

The architecture must be adapted depending on the HTTP Server
administration tool. For example, Plesk administration tool use a similar
directory structure where the “public_html” is replaced by “httpdocs”.

On cPanel, we recommend also recommend (when it is possible) to create

the “domains” directory beside the “primary domain”
[HOME]/public_html.

ulti
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Some hosting provider may sometimes require that all the domains and
subdomains are created under the “public_html” that result in the
[HOME]|/public_html/domains/...

In this case, this means that all your domains and subdomains might
become discovered as a subdirectory of your “primary” domain. If this is
the case, as you put all your domains into the “domains” directory, you
could add a “robot.txt” to forbid the indexation of the domains directory
when the Search Engine access the primary domain.

3.2.2.Create a new 'Slave’ site

When you want to create a new website, you can either enter some
information here, or make reference to a “website template” that contains the
rules to create the new website. The definition of a “website template” is given
in chapter “Website template” management.”

In general, we recommend to start creating a JMS template rule to control all
the parameters of the website creation and in particular the parameters
relatives to the “files and folders” sharing. The JMS template rule will provide
the default values that can be overwritten when defining the slave site.

To create a slave site, three pieces of information are required:

a site identifier: The identifier is used as directory name where Joomla will
store the new configuration.php file created by the Joomla standard
installation.

a site status: This status indicates whether the websites can be used in
production, or should be hidden. This status is also used in conjunction
with ‘billable’ websites that can be created from the front-end. In this case,
the website status can be synchronised with the order status.

There is also a ‘payment reference’ field that display the payment reference
used when creating a ‘billable’ website from the front-end.

When the status is not “Confirmed”, the slave site will be considered as not
present by JMS. This means that the list of domains will be ignored and
navigating to this domain will show the master website.

a List of domain names: This is the list of domain names that will be
routed to the correct slave site.

Optional fields

owner: this allows you to assign a user to the website. Only the websites
having an owner defined can be displayed in the front-end.

expiration date: this allows you to define a publishing date for the website.
When the date is not present, this means it will always be displayed.

To modify a date, use the button just after the field to select or clear the
date.

In addition to the required site definitions, it is possible to define parameters to
duplicate a reference database based on a “template website,” or specific rules.

ultisite
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The idea behind this is to define rules that will be used when replicating the
table present in the reference database. When using with MySQL 5.0 or higher,
you can also possible to define rules to share some extensions.

The replication can be either performed in the same database or in a new

database. When sharing extension, it is often recommended to use the same

database to avoid MySQL user permission problem.

The replication consists of copying all the tables having the Joomla prefix of the

“source DB” into a new table prefix defined here (manage site) or in a template.

At the same time, it is possible to customise the new database and its

associated Joomla configuration file.

Whe sharing some extension (ie. Joomla users), there is no copy of the table but

the creation of a view on the existing table. This creates a kind of link or

shortcut to a physical table.

Below are the parameters of the Database and/or Joomla configuration file that

can be configured.

- a template website: This combo box lists the available templates defined in
the “template” menu.

A template is defined by:
e Its name (or master DB)
e A DB host, DB name, DB user, DB password
e A rule that describes the new “to” DB prefix
When you select a template, this refreshes the “template directory”
information to help the user decide if they want to use the template values or
change them.

- share the whole site: when enabled, it means that in fact you want to the
same DB connection than the website defined in the template. In this case,
only the “configuration.php” is copied and you can just give a new title to
your website or defined a specifiy directory for its deployment and template
folders. This may be usefull when you want share the same website between

all domains and just change the “themes” content.

Remark: You cannot change the default theme selected in the website but just change the
PHP code relative to this theme. The selection of the theme is a parameter that is saved into
the DB and as you share the same DB connection (including the same prefix) this means
that modifying this selection will affect all the slave site that share the same DB connection.

Optional parameters added in JMS 1.2.x to create a slave site into a new DB:

e the new DB server name: when present, or when a template is
selected with a DB server name, this allows you to define the
parameters to create the slave site into a new DB.

When both “template” and the current field are empty, the DB server
name is the one of the website that will be replicated (same DB).

e the new DB DB name: when present, or when a template is selected
with a DB name, this allows you to define the parameters to create the
slave site into a new DB.

When both “template” and the current field are empty, the DB name is
the one of the website that will be replicated (same DB).
The valid characters of a DB Name are:

= Letters:'a'to 'z, 'A'"to 'Z';

ultisite
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*= Digits :'0' to '9';
= Special characters: ' _.-{}'

e the new DB user: when present, or when a template is selected with a
DB user, this allows you to define specify the MySQL user that must
be used to access the DB. When the user does not exists, JMS try to
create the user using the DB login present in the website to replicate.
It is also possible to force using a specific MySQL root user. This
MySQL root user is defined in “multisites.cfg.php”.

The valid characters of a user name are:
= Letters: 'a'to 'z, 'A' to 'Z';
= Digits :'0' to '9';
» Special characters: '_.,;:=-+*/@#3£!&()}[]<>§'

e the new DB password: when present, or when a template is selected
with a DB password, this allows you to grant the user with a specific
password. When the user does not exists, JMS try to create the user
using the DB login present in the website to replicate. It is also
possible to force using a specific MySQL root password. This MySQL
root password is defined in “multisites.cfg.php”.

The valid characters of a password are:

= Letters:'a'to 'z, 'A'"to 'Z';

= Digits :'0' to '9';

» Special characters: '_.,;:=-+*/@#3£!&()}[]<>§'
the new DB prefix: when present, or when a template is selected with a
table prefix rule, this unlocks the fields that allow you to customize the
database and also trigger the creation of the Joomla configuration file.
the new site title: This allows you to specify a new website title. This
replaces the website title that was present in the “from template website”
that is replicated to create this new website.
the new admin email: This allows you to give a new email address to the
“admin” user selected in the template. When there is no template (or a
template without an “admin user” selected), the first “Super Administrator”
user is used to setup a new email address.
the new admin password: This allows you to define a new administrator
password to the “admin user” selected in the template. When there is no
template (or a template without an “admin user” selected), the first “Super
Administrator” user is assigned the password.
the new media folder: This allows you to specify a new Joomla Global
Configuration, system settings, and media folder settings.
When specified, the “source” media folder is copied into the new location.
The source media folder is either the source path defined in the “template
website” database, or when there is no database, the path defined in the
master website.
the new image folder: This allows you to specify a new Joomla Global
Configuration — system — image folder settings.
When specified, the “source” image folder is copied into the new location.
The source image folder is either the source path defined in the “template
website” database or when there is no database, the path defined in the
master website.

ultisite
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- the new theme folder: This allows you to define a specific “template” or
theme front-end directory. When it is specified, a new directory “/template”
directory is created and the content will be either a copy (for Windows
servers) or a symbolic link (for Unix servers) to all the templates present in
the source template directory.

The source theme folder is either the theme folder from the “template
website” (when selected) or from master website.

- the new FTP enable: This allows using the Joomla FTP layer to create the
slave site. When enabled, it gives access to the FTP Host, port, user,
password, root path.

- the new FTP host: This is the IP or domain name of the FTP server.

- the new FTP port: This is the port number of the FTP server.

- the new FTP user: This is FTP user for the login.

- the new FTP password: This is FTP password for the login.

- the new FTP root path: This is the path that must be used by the Joomla
FTP layer to create the slave site. Becarefull that this path is relative to the
current website root path. For example if you current “master” has an FTP
root path that is “/public_html” and that you want to deploy something in a
directory like “/domains” that is beside the “/public_html”, the value that
must be entered in the new FTP root is “/public_html/../domains”

When a website is already defined, additional information is displayed. The
information displayed from the Joomla configuration is:

- DB server name;

- DB name;

- DB table prefix;

- DB login or User name;

- DB password.

3.2.2.1.Internationalized Domains Names

Internationalized Domain Names, or IDNs, are web addresses that can contain
non-ASCII-characters that are common in many languages like German, Arabic,
Hebrew, Chinese etc

(http:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internationalized_domain_name). Since the
standard for domain names does not allow such characters, the Internationalized
Domain Names convention translates an internationalized domain into a standard
ASCII format. A domain like “mtinchen.de” might get translated to “xn--mnchen-
8vb.de”. This means: when you type in www.muinchen.de, the Domain Name
Server will return www. xn--mnchen-8vb.de as the URL.

In order for Multi Site to work properly with these Internationalized Domain
Names, you have to enter the translated URL into the List-of-Domains-field in the
Site Management. If you do have an IDN domain, go to your Domain Registrar and
log into your account. The information on how the IDN is translated should be
listed there somewhere. Copy this translation and paste it into the List-of-
Domains-field and Multi Site will work properly.
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3.2.2.2 “multisites.cfg.php” configuration

It is possible to configure the behaviour of Jms Multi Sites for specific cases.
The specific configuration parameters are grouped into a specific
“multisites.cfg.php” file that is located in the
“administrator/components/com_multisites” directory.

The parameters here below described can be managed from the “settings” menu.

Administration

¥ Joomlal’

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help
'& Settings
L

Manage sites Templates Tools Check patches Maintenance

5.1.32-community-log Sharing supported

Billable websites

i Buyquota
1000

User's Manual

General information

& 0vistors & 2Admine = 0 B8 ViewSte @ Log out
K
T v
Save Cancel Help

Check for Updates Settings Layouts About us

o General configuration

-
o
o

O vas @ o
O ves © g
O ves © g
O ves @ o
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Parameter

Description

JPATH_MULTISITES
Is exceptionally located in
multisites_path.cfg.php file

It defines in which directory the
“multisites” data are stored. By
default they are stored in the

multis ite®
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“/multisites” directory located in the
root of the website.

MULTISITES_DIR_RIGHTS

This is the parameter that allows
modifying the permission of the
directory created by JMS. The
default value is “0755”.

MULTISITES_TLD_PARSING

This parameter is used to parse the
URL and recognize the “Top Level
Domain”. Some domain like “co.uk”,
“co.au”, ... are composed of several
words that should be recognized as
a single one. When it is set to false,
this ignore the parsing and the TLD
is not detected. This impact the
performance as there is no more
need to parse each URL.

MULTISITES_LETTER TREE

When set to true, this modify the
way that Jms Multi Sites saves the
slave site information on the disk.
Rater than to use the site ID as a
directory name, this create a
directory tree where each letter of
the Site ID is a directory.

This is used when a large number of
slave site is expected (over than
1000 websites). This avoids having
inside a single directory a very large
number of subdirectory.

MULTISITES_REFRESH_DISABLED

When set to true, this disable the
computation of the “refresh icon”
that may consume a lot of resource
as it requests to open/close each
slave site DB and count the number
of tables present for each websites.
When a large number of websites is
expected, we recommend to disable
the refresh icon.

MULTISITES_COOKIE_DOMAIN

Sometime, it is required to avoid
that the “cookie domain” is
computed by JMS when sharing the
users between websites.

MULTISITES_IGNORE_MANIFEST_VERSION

Is an experimental parameter that
when it is set to true allow ignoring
the verification of the version of the
extension when installed in a slave
site. The idea is to allow upgrading
extension from a slave site before

ultisite
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upgrading it in the master.

MULTISITES_DB_GRANT_HOST Allows to specify which DB host
value must be used when creating a
DB dynamically.

In general, the value is “localhost”

MULTISITES_DB_ROOT_USER Allow specifying the MySQL “root”
user that must be used when
creating a DB dynamically or
creating a MySQL user dynamically.

MULTISITES_DB_ROOT_PSW Provide the MySQL user password
corresponding to the root user.
Joomla download URL Allows providing a specific URL

where the latest joomla version can
be downloaded. It is used by the
“maintenance” menu.

MULTISITES_ HOME_DIR Specify the home directory of the
hosting environment.

On cPanel, this is something like
“/home/account”

This value is used by the {home}
keyword.

MULTISITES_PUBLIC_DIR Convention used to identify a
“public” directory.

On cPanel, this is generally
“public_html”.

On Plesh this is generally “httpdocs”
On other system, this is sometimes
“www” or “html”.

This value is used by the {public}
keyword.

MULTISITES_AUTOINC_DIR Auto Increment directory allows
customizing the location where the
“autoinc.dat” file is create to store
the auto increment value. When
empty, the “autoinc.dat” file is
created in the

“administrator/components/com_multisites/classes”

directory.

Parameter Description

MULTISITES_GEOIP_LOGFILE Path where must be
stored the Geo-
localisation switch
decisions.

This is the full path to
the file.

Ie:
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{root}/logs/geoloc.php

MULTISITES_GEOIP_MAXMIND_LICENSE_KEY COUNTRY

This is the licence key
that you can get from
“maxmind.com”
website.

MULTISITES_GEOIP_MAXMIND_LICENSE_KEY_ CITY

This is the licence key
that you can get from
“maxmind.com”

MULTISITES_GEOIP_MAXMIND_ICC_ENABLED

Enable/Disable the
Geo-localisation
processing based on
the free country data.

MULTISITES_GEOIP_MAXMIND_CITY_ENABLED

Enable/Disable the
Geo-localisation
processing based on
the free city data.

MULTISITES_GEOIP_QUOVA_APIKEY

License key of “quova”
provider

MULTISITES_GEOIP_QUOVA_SECRET

License key of “quova”
provider
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3.2.3.Configure the ‘Slave’ site

You can create slave site using 3 different methods:
e Fresh slave site using the standard Joomla installation;
e Replicate an existing website using a rule defined in the “website
template”
e Share an existing website using its current DB connection.

Fresh slave site:

The configuration of a new fresh slave site is very simple, and uses the
standard Joomla installation. If you plan to use the same database for
multiple web sites, we recommend you perform a backup before installing the
new website.

We assume that you have declared all the domains on your server and that
you have routed them to the same Joomla installation.

Replicate an existing websites using rules define in a template:

In this case, you will not have to re-install extension and other data.

The website that is defined in the template will copy totally copied to create
the new website. So you can pre-install extension, pre-fill content, ...

Share an existing website:

When sharing an existing DB connection, this mean that you don’t create a
clone of the website but really re-use the same website.

This may be usefull if you want to create identical website with just some
delta like contact form (ie. Dealers contact infos, ..), change banner, provide
different layout of a same themes; ...

Becarefull that there are many limitation due to the fact that you use the
same DB content.

There is also 2 way to deploy a slave site on the disk:

e Share the same directory than the master (case of Windows platform).
That was the solution propose in JMS 1.0.x

e Deploy a slave site into a specific directory when the symbolic link is
allowed.
Solution added in JMS 1.1.x. For this version, the directory must
exist.
With JMS 1.2.x, it is now possible to request the creation of the
deployment folder.

In both case, the configuration depends on your personnel environment.
Here below, we give some guidance for some specific cases:
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-  We illustrate the case where you are using an Apache server that
administrate yourself;
- We illustrate the case with Cpanel that has been used by one of our
customers;
- We illustrate the case with Plesk used by another customer.
Refer to your server administrator, or contact your hosting provider if you
need help configuring domains correctly.

In all the cases illustrated below, the objective is to define the same folder
path for all the websites.

When you deploy a slave site into a specific directory, you have to modify the
“folder path”.

Suppose you have a master website with the domain “www.master.com”
physically installed in the directory ‘/public_html/master’ and that you have
defined ‘slave 1’ with the domain “www.slavel.com”.

This means that you have to setup your environment to declare the
“www.slavel.com” that it is mapped to the same directory than the master
‘/public_html/master’.

The expected result is :

Website Domain Folder path
 Master o www.master.com - /public_html/master
Slavel www.slavel.com ' /public_html/master

3.2.4 How to configure httpd.conf with apache

In apache, you can configure the “httpd.conf” file to declare multiple
virtualhost entries pointing to the same directory.

<VirtualHost *>
ServerName domain_0O1.com
ServerAlias *. domain 0Ol.com
DocumentRoot /var/www/html/php/MultiSites
User apache
Group apache
</VirtualHost>
<VirtualHost *>
ServerName domain_02.com
ServerAlias *. domain_02.com
DocumentRoot /var/www/html/php/MultiSites
User apache
Group apache
</VirtualHost>

3.2.5.How to configure CPanel

Some hosting providers use CPanel to administer the domain.
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Most CPanel users know how to create a domain but not necessary how to
provide a specific folder for this domain. Usually, the users create a domain
that has its own folder.

When working on Unix platforms, Jms Multi Sites Version 1.1.x or higher
gives you the possibility to deploy a website in a different directory than the
master. In this case, you can specify the directory that has be created by
CPanel., from within JMS

If you want to use the same directory as the master website (as we
recommend), the procedure below is provided by one of our customers.

We are providing it to help CPanel users in the configuration of their system.
We cannot guarantee the accuracy.

1. In the CPANEL, click on AddOn Domains section:

Domains
€ @ 0
Subdaormains Addon Parked Redirects
Crornains Crornains

2. Once in the AddOn Domains, then you will see an interface similar to this:

Ceeabe an Add on Domain

MNewe Domain Mame
subdomain/Ftp Wsarname:
oocument Root: ";’

Pa==wnord; Generatz Fassword

Password Strencth;

wary Weak (01000

Password (agan:
fdd Diomain!

Hink: This feature must be enabled for your account before you can use . &dden Domains will not be funcionsl unless the
dormain name is registered with & walid registrar and configured to point to our ONS sersers.,

e New Domain Name: the “slave site” domain name (ie. slavel.com)

e Subdomain/Ftp Username: Any name you choose.

e Document Root: This is the root where the website is installed.
(ie. /domains/slave.com/public_html)

Sample case using our recommendations.

Let suppose that you have a cPanel account with the primary domain =
“mywebsite2win.com” and that the location on the disk is
“/home/mywebsite”.
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Create an Addon domain with “slavel.com” would result with the following
values:

e New domain name = slavel.com

e Subdomain = slavel

e Document root = domains/slavel.com/public_html

In the JMS slave site definition, the values are:

e Site ID = slavel.com

e Domain list = www.{site_id} , {site_id}

e Deploy folder = /home/mywebsite/domains/{site_id}/public_html

3.2.6.How to configure Plesk

Some customers use Plesk for the administration of their domains.

Most Plesk users know how to create a domain but not necessary how to
provide a specific folder for this domain. In general the users create a domain
that has its own folder.

When working on Unix platform, Jms Multi Sites Version 1.1.x or higher
offers you the possibility to deploy a website in a different directory than the
master. In this case, you can specify the directory that is created by Plesk
from within JMS.

If you want to use the same directory as the master website (as we
recommend), the procedure below is provided by one of our customers.

We are providing it to help Plesk users in the configuration of their system.
We cannot guarantee the accuracy.

1. First Login into Plesk:

in to Parallels

Enter the login name inko "Login” and password inko the "Password” Fields respectively.
Then click. "Login",

Login |a|:|min |
Password |.-------------| |
Interface language | ser default hd |

Forgok your password?

2. Click on Domain

- - @
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General

Deskbop

arallels

Yirtuozzo Containers

a Clients

System

L Server

@ Parallels Yirtuozzo Containgts

% Modules
=
3 Sessions

Log out

Help & Support
@ Help

This page displays a list of all
domains served by the swstem,

Domains
Tools
Q Y
® T @ o
Add MNew Domain Dornain Summary Repart Traffic
Templates

Domains

K Remave Selected (2] Group Operations 2 Change Owner g8 Hide Subdomains g8 Hide Aliases

— = F

14 domains total

[ P s H Domainname &

020®

Creation date
April 13, 2007
©
Ly .
09 O @ b
090 Q s
‘,’\.
020@:

April 13, 2007
April 16, 2007

April 16, 2007

Subdomains  Domain aliases
0 z
o a
) 1
0 1}

PLUS

Click on your master domain

General

Desktop

a Clients

System

I erver

@ Parallels Yirbuozzo Containers
% Modules

3 Sessions

Log out

Help & Support
@ telo

Domain administration,

Domains >

& @ Domain Master.com of

* Patallels

¥irtuozzo Containe

Domain
iAle s @ 6
i :
Swaikch OFF Repart Limits Domain Alisses Domain Register MyPlesk.com
Adrministrator
v

Custam Buttans

Services
Mail DMS Settings Databases Certificates Tomcat
Hosting {Domain has physical hosting on IP 1 0]
o
¢ o & & 4w
Setup Delete web Users Subdomains Protected Anonymous FTP - Log Manager
Directories
B @ 2
Crontab web spplications  Site Preview Sitebuilder Performance
“Wizard

&

Buy Pictures

L3

Back up

T &
File Manager S5H Terminal

4. Click on domain alias
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Dornains = =

Domain aliases of the domain Iaster.com

General

Desktop

.-3 Clients Tools

T‘ Domains -
¥

L]
System Add Domain Alias

ki Server Domain aliases

@ Parallels Yirbuozzo Containers .
x Remove Selecked

3 Modules

] 3essions l:l (), search (=] show al

a Log ouk

4 Domain aliases total

¥

Help & Support [ s Domain alias name &

@ ren 00 slave 1.com
OQ slave2.com
Dorain aliases management, ’ D 0 R sIaveB. com
OO s slave4.com

4 Domain aliases total

5. Add domain alias
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General Domains = » Domain sliases =

Add domain alias for domain master.com

EE| Desktop

&

s Clients Preferences

T‘ Domains Darmain alias name * slavel. COITIE
Synchronize DMS zone with the primary

System domain

L gerver Mai

@ Parallels Wirkuozzo Containers Web

B E A

% Modules Java 'Web applications

1 Sessions

a Liog ouk * Required fields

bl

Help & Support
&9 Help

Set up an alias For wour darmain,

Type in the Domain Alias Name Field your new SLAVE domain name with no
www in front of it ex (slavel.com) and press OK.

Also, make sure you don’t host the newly made Domain alias name on the
Plesk server as a full domain. You will get the error Domain name already
exists. In this case delete the existing domain and after that make the Alias.
When the Alias is in place make sure that the DNS records are pointing to the
right domain IP.

Then when you enter your new domain alias slave site into you web browser it
will show you the new Joomla installer.

Plesk will configure your apache with all the rest of the virtualhosts etc
nothing more than making an alias to the master domain and make sure plesk
isn’t using the same domain name in a other domain as alias or as full domain
name then you get an error.

Remark:

If you create a specific domain in Plesk, in most cases, you need to change the
permission present in your server to accept sharing files and folders between
the different domain and subdomains.

- - @
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One key element that you have to check on your Plesk environment is the
“open_basedir” parameter that is frequently computed by Plesk to restrict the
access to some specific directory.

If the “open_basedir” parameter is used, then you may have to modify the
default value computed by plesk by creating a “vhost.conf” file as documented
in the Plesk help (appendix II).

You can see the value of the “open_basedir” when you display the “PHP
Information”.

3.2.7 .Proceed with the standard Joomla Installation

The procedure below will demonstrate how to install a fresh slave site.

If you chose to replicate a website using a “template website”, this section can
be ignored, as the database and configuration file will be computed based on
the rules defined in the “template website”.

When the new domain names are correctly routed to your Joomla directory,
the rest is performed by Jms Multi Sites. It uses the domain name to retrieve
the Multi Sites identifier and checks if the Joomla configuration is present. If
you access the domain for the first time, it redirects you to the standard
Joomla installation that allows you to describe the new configuration

Installation

Steps Choose Language Hew ()

1: Language
Select Language

2: Pre-installation Check Flease select the Language to use during the Joomlal installation
steps. be-BY - Benapyckad =3

bg-BG - Brnrapckid (Brarapus)

bn-IN - Bengali (India)

bs-BA - Bosnian (Bosnia and Herzegoving)

ca-ES - Catalan

cs-CZ - Cesky (Czech)

5:FTP Configuration da-DK - Danish(DK)

de-AT - German (AT)

6 : Configuration de-CH - German [CH)

de-DE - German (DE)

el-GH - Greek

en-G8 - English (United Kingdam)

e - Esperanto

es-ES - Spanish (Espafiol internacional)

eu-ES - Basgue (Euskara estandarra)

fa-IR - Persiani gl

fi-Fl - Finnish (Suomi)

-FR - French (Fr)

he-L -Hebrew {lsrasl)

hr-HR - Croatian (Hr) j

3:License

4:Database

7 : Finish

Joarlal is Free Software released under the GHUJGPL w2.0 License,

Continue the installation until you arrive to database configuration.
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= A oy = ™
Database Configuration () Previous | Hext ()
Conhection Settings:
Setting up Joomla! to run on your server involves Four simple Basic Settings
steps...
In this Database Confi ticn St Database Type
ni this Database Configuration Step: l_zﬁ i i
ln} P el = ThiE 7 probably MpsE
Basic Settings Host Name Thiz i ueuady focafhost or a host name prowided by the
IIocthDSt Aoster
Select the Type of Database from the drop down list, This wil
generally be mysql. User Mame Thiz can ha tha diafault Mirs wearnama roof oF a
Id | wrarname provided by e hoster, or one that pou have
Enter the hostname of the database server Joomlal is to be ema created whilst Fetbting up your database server,
installed om, Mate: This may not necessarily be the same as your 2 i
. £ Password For ste secunty wsng 8 pazswiord for the MyS3E account &
Wweb server so check with wour Web Host if in any doubt, — S S e R e S

database. This may again be preset by fouwr Aoster.
Some haztr afow anfr a certan D7 name per account. & B

Enter the MyS0L username, password, and database name waou

wish to use with Joomlal, These must already exisk for the
Database Mame

database wou are going to use, - i Bhe case use the fable prefix aplion in Bhe folowing
ImultlSlteS Advancad Farameters saction fo divfnguish more 1an ona

Advanced Settings Joomia! site.

Select how to handle existing tables from a previous installation,

Enter a prefix to be used by tables For this Joomla! installation. 7 Advanced Setfings

{~ Drop Existing Tables

Any exirting backuyp fabies from Former Joomia! mnsfallations

(¢ Backup Old Tables e

Table Prefix

demol_ 00 o wee hak “snce B i wred for backup fabies

The most important here is to correctly select the appropriate

database name and the table prefix. if you don’t understand

this, please refer to the possible architectures in previous section.

To avoid having an impact on another Joomla installation, it is important to
carefully choose the database name and prefix, particularly when you choose
an existing database.

WARNING:

Prior to Joomla 1.5.3, our test shows us that prefix “jos_” CAN NOT BE USED
when multiple sites share the same database. This is due to a problem we
noticed during the standard Joomla installation procedure. In fact, Joomla
always delete the jos_users records no matter the table prefix chosen. This
makes the administration of the site using the “jos_” prefix impossible. If by
mistake you have a table jos_users where all the records are deleted, you need
to restore its content from a backup. Normally, the standard Joomla
installation performs a backup of the jos_users where you can retrieve them.
Therefore, it is strongly recommended never to use a database that has
tables with “jos_” prefix.

Don’t remove the installation directory:

At the end of the installation of the new site, Joomla asks you to delete the
installation directory.

With Joomla multisites, this is not required. We strongly recommended that
you do not remove the Joomla installation directory. Jms Multi Sites is able to
detect if the installation is already completed and will grant access to the
administration and the front-end.
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If you delete the installation directory, you will have to restore it each time

you

will want create a new ‘slave’ site. It is possible to restore the installation

directory from the “Check Patches” menu. Jms Multi Sites is supplied with a
copy of this installation directory.

When working on Unix (and if you have chosen to deploy the slave site into
another directory than the master) JMS will create “Symbolic Links” to the
master folder. In this case only, you can delete the installation “Symbolic
Link” as it only affects this slave sites.

3.2.8.Installing an extension

To maintain consistency between all the websites sharing the same
Joomla installation, it is also required that each ‘slave’ website shares the
same extensions coming from the ‘master’ website. The master website
can be seen as a repository for all the slave sites.

Since many extensions are available on the internet, and it is difficult to
know exactly the database table and other parameters they use, we have
decided to allow each ‘slave’ website to re-install the extensions previously
installed by the ‘master’ site.

‘Slave’ sites can only re-install an extension that has exactly the same
name and same version number.

A consequence of the re-installation is that all files present on the disk for
this extension will be overwritten therefore causing a potential damage to
the configuration file used by the extension.

When you re-install an extension (in particular components) it is therefore
recommended to re-configure them exactly the same way for all websites.

This procedure only affects components, modules and plugins.

Languages and templates are not concerned as they are automatically
shared by all the websites. The re-installation of Languages and templates
is disabled from within the slave site.

3.2.9. Uninstalling an extension

It is possible to remove an extension from a ‘slave’ site.

In fact, the uninstalling of an extension from a ‘slave’ site only consists of
deleting the entries that describe the extension in the database.

This also calls the “uninstall” queries present in the extension manifest.
The other specific uninstall process defined by the extension are not
called because it is not possible to know whether some files on the disk
will be destroyed. Therefore, this part of the un-installation of an
extension is disabled.

This could also result in database ghost table.

Therefore, we do not recommend uninstalling an extension that could lead
to ghost database tables.

ulti

. ®
ite
Page: 43/103



20%

Jms Multi Sites — User Manual v1.3

3.3. "Website template” management

Website template is a feature that allows you to define generic rules that are
used to create new web sites. The rules are very important when you want to
use the “front-end” slave sites dynamic creation.

When you propose to your front-end “registered users” the possibility to create
slave sites, the “website template” is used to compute the parameter that
would normally be introduced by the JMS administrator when using the “site
manager”.

The “website template” is used to define the rules for:

-  Which database must be used as reference database to create the new slave
site. In fact, in the template, you select an existing slave site where all the
information, such as the database and the configuration file, will be used
and replicated to create the new slave site.

- You also have to define the rules on how to create a unique table prefix

- The rule to create a unique site ID.

- The “generic” domain name must also be specified.

It is possible to use sub-directory which is computed based on some
parameters provided by the user. In particular, it is possible to define a
domain name alias.

-  When you decide to publish the template to the front-end to allow dynamic
slave site creation, it is required to specify which user will be used as
administrator.

Other parameters can also be specified to customize the slave site that will be

created with the temple. You can also define:

- A deployment folder (this is only available for unix platform [not windows]
because it will use Symbolic Links that are not available on windows.
This field can be used when the hosting provider provides tools like Cpanel,
Plesk, or other applications that assign a specific directory for each domain
by default. As some customers may encounter difficulties setting up those
tools, JMS provides the functionality to deploy a slave site into a specific
folder, and it will create symbolic links on the master directory.

Also see the “folders and files” panel that can be used to customise the
deployment.

- A new media folder;

- A new image folder;

- A new theme (template) folder

With the “website template” you can also define some rules on the directory
structure that you want for a slave site when it is created.

When working on Unix platform, it is possible to create a “root” website
directory that is based on Symbolic Links. The objective of the “Symbolic Links”
is to provide the possibility to have a specific disk workspace for the slave
Website and increase the security when the slave sites are available from the

ultisite
Page: 44/103



20%

Jms Multi Sites — User Manual v1.3

front-end. This give for example the possibility to have specific templates folders

deployed for the customers and not share them for all the slave sites.

freshSlavebomain

days b ﬁ

=

=

Assume that the S5ite ID will be mydomain. com
atnd deployed in directory
Fhome FACCOUNT fdonains /mydonain. con/public html

http: ffwyw. {site_id} @
http: f/{site_id}

O O
= @
® @
g &

guired to have the template available from the front-end
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e Replicate the tables from an existing website =
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- Select a menu item - b
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o New FTP Parameters ‘

FTP enable: O Yes O o O Default

FTP host: !

FTP port:

FTP user:

FTP password:
FTP root path: !

As you can see with all the screenshot, parameters are groups by
functionalities.

General

ID: This is the identifier of the template.

Group: When defining a menu entry to allow front-end user create slave
sites, it is possible to filter the template displayed on a specific group name.
Enter any text you want to use to group some template into a same menu
here. You could use this group field to create a category of templates or
whatever.

Validity: This parameter gives you the possibility to define a validity
duration when you propose a “billable” website service. When present, it may
be used to compute a slave site expiration date.

Expiration URL: This parameter gives you the possibility to redirect the
user to a specific page when the website is expired. As you can resolve
keywords in this field, you can provide a redirection URL that is specific to
each slave site. For example, you could create a special “off line” webpage or
propose a renew system or even send automatically an email to the owner of
the slave site to inform him of the expiration, ... In fact, you could develop
any extension that will be triggered with the parameters that you could
attach to the URL.

SKU: This is a field you can use when you develop a bridge with your eShop
or shopping cart system. In the case of “MultiSites for VirtueMart”, we have
used this parameter to specify an external reference to a product defined in
VirtueMart. This allows you to use the VirtueMart shopping cart system to
place an order of a “billable” slave site.

Title: This is template title that is displayed to the front-end user that
created the slave site.

Description: Free text that allows you to describe the template. This text is
displayed to the “front-end” when a user selects the template.

List of domain: This field is mandatory when you want to show this
template into the front-end.

Define the rule to create the new domain name here.

You can use multiple keywords in the definition of a domain. See next
section for an exhaustive list of keywords available.
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You could define rules like:
e http://{site_url}/ufuser_id}{site_prefix}
e http://{site_url}/{site_alias}
Where:
- {site_url} : define the current URL of the website
- {user_id} : define the Joomla user identifier
- {site_prefix} : Is a prefix introduced by the front-end user when it
creates a slave site.
- {site_alias} : Is an alias introduced by the front-end user when it
creates a slave site.

- Redirect to the first domain: When describing several domain names, this
parameter allows automatically redirect any domains to the first one of the
list. This avoid that duplicated content is identified by the Search Engine
and potentially have penalties for the ranking.

- Ignore Master Index: This is a special flag that allow ignoring the
generation of the master index used by Jms Multi Sites to retrieve the site ID
based on a URL. This flag can be enabled in case where a specific
development is done to implement a hard-coded inside the
“multisites_userexit.php” file. The hard-coded rule is recommended when a
very large number of slave sites is expected (more than 1,000 slaves). In this
case, the hard-coded rule can be faster than loading a file with all the slave
site definition to take the decision.

| Geo-Localisation |
- List of continents: This information is provided by the “quova” real time

processing..
In the case of MaxMind, the continents are derived from the country code
and use the following table.

http:/ /www.maxmind.com/app/country continent

- List of countries: Select the countries for which this website must be only
identified.

- List of regions, State: depending on the Geo-localisation provider, the
state is not defined the same way. Some providers use 2 letters and the
other one use full name.

- List of states: depending on the Geo-localisation provider, the state is not
defined the same way. Some providers use 2 letters and the other one use
full name.

- List of cities: depending on the Geo-localisation provider, the cities is not
defined the same way.

- List of Zip codes: You can provide a list of zip code when the Geo-
Localisation providers give this information.

- Longitude and Latitude: You can provide a range “from” “to” value to
identify a location.

- Metro code: USA and Canada metro station. The list of code can be found
at http://code.google.com/apis/adwords/docs/appendix/metrocodes.html

- Area code: See the Quova or MaxMind website for more info on the area
code.
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- Ignore when undefined: Is a specific decision algorithm that make a
parameter mandatory or facultative when the Geo-Localisation provider does
not give the information.

- Ignore when pattern is present: This special feature allows verifying if a
specific parameter is present in the URL to ignore the rules. It can be very
helpful in case where several identical domains are defined for different
location. For example, let suppose that a user connect on www.jms2win.com
website from a location in france and that a rule is defined to redirect to
www.ims2win.fr website in French but this customer would like to see the
www.jms2win.com. You could provide a link in www.jms2win.fr that redirect
on the www.jms2win.com with an additional parameter to request ignoring
the redirection.

- Ignore cookie timeout: To maintain the “ignore” rule, a cookie is written
for duration in second. 86400 = 24 hours

- Sort ordering: When several rules are defined for a same domain, it is
important to decide in which order the rule must be executed. This
parameter allows deciding the order.

| Browser features

- User agent: when a server receives a request, the “user agent” contains a
string that allows identifying the kind of browser. We provide a list of most
common user agent pattern that can be found. This list can be update in the
administrator\components\com_multisites\data\browser_types.cfg.php

- Accepted language: Allows defining a list of language code present in the
request. Wildcard can be used and is case sensitive. The syntax used in the
protocol is “en”, “en-gb”, “en-us”, ... you can enter here something like “en*”
to accept any values.

- Ignore when pattern is present: This special feature allows verifying if a
specific parameter is present in the URL to ignore the rules. It can be very
helpful in case where several identical domains are defined for different
“user agent” or “language”.

- Ignore cookie timeout: To maintain the “ignore” rule, a cookie is written
for duration in second. 86400 = 24 hours

| Replication of tables from an existing website

- Template site: This field is mandatory when you want to show this
template into the front-end.
It is used to select an existing slave site that will be replicated when creating
a new slave site.

- To site ID: This field is mandatory when you want to show this template
into the front-end.
It is used to define the rule for the creation of the slave site identifier.
You could use for example a rule such as:
e ufuser_id}{site_prefix}
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- Share the whole site: Is a flag that is equivalent to use exactly the same
DB with same table prefix than the “template site” selected.

- Admin user: This field is mandatory when you want to show this template
into the front-end.

It allows you to select the “admin user” that will be available to the front-end
user and for which the administrator email and password can be setup
during the slave sites creation.
You could use, for example, a rule such as:
Optional parameters added in JMS 1.2.x to define a new DB rule:
e the new DB server name: when present this allows you to define the
default new DB server name to use when creating a new slave site.
e the new DB DB name: when present, this allows you to define the
default new DB name to use when creating a slave site.
e the new DB user: when present, this allows you to define the default
new MySQL DB user to the DB that will be used by the slave sites.
e the new DB password: when present, this allows you to define the
rule to grant the user with a specific password..

- New DB prefix: This field is mandatory when you want to show this
template into the front-end.

It is used to define the rule for the creation of the new database table prefix.
You could use, for example, a rule such as:
e uf{user_id}{site_prefix}

- New site name: When creating website from the front-end, sometimes it is
decided to generate the site name automatically. This field allow such
automatic customization.

- New default language: Allow changing dynamically the default language
used in the front-end by joomla. This allow for example to share a whole site
but create variant depending on the browser language or user geo-
localisation.

- New default template: Can be useful when using specific template for
mobile device.

- New default menu: Can be useful when using specific website for mobile
device or that you share a same whole site for different languages, different
geo-localisation.

| Specific slave site folders

- Deployment folder: This field is only available for “non Windows” systems —
probably Unix platform. When present, it allows to specify where the slave
site will be deployed. In this case, it is possible to define Symbolic Links or
other rules in the “Files and Folders” panel as described in another section.

- Path to media folder: This field can be used when you want to use a
specific media folder. When specified, it duplicates the media folder
associated with the “template website,” and also updates the new database
with the new path.

The new slave site Joomla / Global Configuration / Server panel is changed
with the parameter with this new media folder path
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Path to image folder: This field can be used when you want to use a
specific image folder. When specified, it duplicate the image folder associated
to the “template website” and also updates the new database with the new
path.

The new slave site Joomla / Global Configuration / Server panel is changed
with the parameter with this new image folder path

Themes folder: This field can be used when you want to have a specific
themes folder for the slave sites.

In case of Windows platform, this duplicates the “template site” themes
folder.

On non Windows - probably Unix, this creates Symbolic Links on the
“template site” themes folder. We have chosen to create “Symbolic Links”
instead of duplication to simplify the maintenance and allow reduce the
number of place where template must be updated. This can help some
companies that use JMS to propose “themes” to their customers. They could
have only one place where to maintain the “themes”.

New FTP Parameters

the new FTP enable: This allows using the Joomla FTP layer to create the
slave site. When enabled, it gives access to the FTP Host, port, user,
password, root path.

the new FTP host: This is the IP or domain name of the FTP server.

the new FTP port: This is the port number of the FTP server.

the new FTP user: This is FTP user for the login.

the new FTP password: This is FTP password for the login.

the new FTP root path: This is the path that must be used by the Joomla
FTP layer to create the slave site. Becarefull that this path is relative to the
current website root path. For example if you current “master” has an FTP
root path that is “/public_html” and that you want to deploy something in a
directory like “/domains” that is beside the “/public_html”, the value that
must be entered in the new FTP root is “/public_html/../domains”

3.3.1.Keywords available to create generic slave sites

Keyword are text between parenthesis.

{home}, (home_dir} : This is the value defined in the “settings”. Is helpful
when using the distributed default rules to customize them depending on
your hosting environment.

{public}, {public_dir} : This is the value defined in the “settings”. Allow
creating generic rules more independent of the hosting environment.
{user_login} : This is the current joomla user login

{fuser_name} : This is the full name of the current joomla user

{user_id} : define the Joomla user identifier

{user_name} : This is the full name of the current joomla user

{user_login} : This is the current joomla user login

{user_email} : This is the current logged joomla user email address
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- {user_email left} : This is the current logged joomla user email left part
(before the at @)

- {user_email left alnum} : Same as {user_email_left} and remove all special
character. Just keep the letter, digits and the '-' character.

- {user_email right} : This is the domain name of the logged joomla user
email address. This is the right part after the at @ character.

- {user_email right-1} to {user_email right-n} : This extract the part present
in the domain name from right to left using the dot (.) as separator.

- {user_pswj} : This is the current logged joomla user password

- {site_id} : This is the site identifier.

- {site_id_left} : This is the site_id left part (before the at @)

- [{site_id_left_alnumj} : Same as {site_id_left} and remove all special character.
Just keep the letter, digits and the '-' character.

- {site_id_right} : This is the right part of the site_id after the at @ character.

- {site_id-1} to {site_id-n} : Site identifier part exploded on dot(.) in reverse
order. For example, the site id 'www.jms2win.com' can give {site_id-1} =
'com’, {site_id-2} = 'jms2win' and {site_id-3} = 'www'.

- {site_id_letters} : Site identifier where letters are converted in a directory
path. ie: 'site' is converted into 's/i/t/e'

- {site_alias} : [s an alias introduced by the front-end user when they create a
slave site.

- {master} : Absolute path where is installed the master website is located.
This information is computed based on the “multisites” directory specified in
the “settings” menu.

- {root} : Absolute path where is installed the current website

- {multisites} : Absolute path to the multisites directory.

Equivalent to {root}/multisites

- {site_dir} : Absolute path of the site directory.
Equivalent to {multisites}/{site_id}

- {rel_site_dir} : Relative path of the site directory.
Equivalent to multisites/{site_id}

- {site_domain} : Field domain fo the site

- {site_url} : define the current URL of the website

- {site_prefix} : s a prefix introduced by the front-end user when they create
a slave site.

- {rnd_psw_6} to {rnd_psw_10}: Random password on a length of 6 to 10
characters

- {rnd_psw}: Random password on a length of 8 characters

- {rnd_alnum_6} to {rnd_alnum_10} : Random string that only contain letters
and digits on a length of 6 to 10 characters. The letters can be Uppercase or
in lowercase.

- {rnd_alnum} : Random alpha numeric string with a length of 8 characters

- {rnd_word_6} to {rnd word 10} : Random word contain uppercase or
lowercase letters on a length of 6 to 10 characters.

- {rnd_word} : Random word with a length of 8 characters

- {rnd_prefix 6} to {rnd_prefix 10} : Random alphanumeric string in
lowercase only and starting with a letter and containing only lowercase
letters on a length of 6 to 10 characters.
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- {rnd_word} : Random word with a length of 8 characters

- {autoinc+offset} : Auto-increment number starting at 1 to which an offset
number can be added. ie. {autoinc+100} will start at 101.

- {autoinc} : Auto-increment number that is starting at number 1

- {reset} : Force to reset the field value (clear it). Is generally used with FTP
layer parameters

3.3.2.New Folder and files

The “folder and files” panel is used to customise the new slave site root

directory structure.

When working on Unix platform, this is used to create a replication of the

master website using “Symbolic Links”. In this case (Unix), this allows a

domain to be mapped to another directory than the master website. This

can be helpful for plesk or cpanel users, or any other Unix tools that
propose by default a specific directory for each domain.

With this tool, it is also possible to decide to copy or create a directory

from a tar.gz file.

Some files and folders cannot be customized because they have a specific

processing. This concern:

- the “index.php” and “index2.php” that can not be a link because this
may crash website. We create a basic PHP include of the original file
present in the master directory for those files.

- The cache folder, the log folder, the tmp folder, the media folder, the
image folder, and the themes folder.

Administration ¥ Joomilal

Site | Users Menus | Comtent  Components | Extensions  Help & ovistors &1 sdmin @ 0 88 view ste @ Log out

"’\ Website template Details.: [Edit] (| Q ::
Save

Cancel  Help

Show all -

Action From file or folder - case of {copy, unzip, SL, dirlinks) 0 1]
o
ignore: lanore folder or fle | ¥ v @

ignore: Ignore folder orfile % administrator

mkdir: Create folder cache

ignare: lanors folder or file

1
2

3

4 |ignore: lgnore folder or fle
5 | spacial: Spesial copy

6

ignare: lgnore folder or file

With the fields present in the header, it is possible to propagate the action to
all the lines.

Most of the actions can have a specific value for the computation. Relative
path can be entered (../)
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3.3.3.Sharing

The “Sharing” panel is used when you want to share the users or some
extensions at the website creation.

Becarefull that once a website is created, it is no more possible to change
the option.
This panel is used when a new extension must be installed in a “children”
slave site. (The sites that are created based on this template).

Website template Details.: [New]

Comman Folders and files Sharing

= E DB Sharing

E"'tiUser Sharing

""" & Mo sharing

E| & (T share the Joomla Usars
5.....#_users

#_session

: §""'Ii'_cu:vre_acl_%

B &* {"Share the YirtueMart Users
#_users

#_session

: [ #__core_acl_%
#__wrn_user_info

E|'"_{._ [~ Share all virkueMart

""" #_users

""" #_session

El- £ [ share Community Builder
""" #_users

""" [ #_ session

""" #__core_acl_%

""" #_comprofiler%

El"'nrl I-Share JomSocial

""" #_users

""" [ #_ session

""" #__core_acl_%

""" #_communitl,'_%

e QO

Save Cancel Help

Remark: The list proposed of sharing extensions is based on the one installed in the master website.
When enabling a sharing extension, ensure that it is installed in the “template site™ that will be replicated.

You can select select several extension to share.

Inside each chose, JMS provide the list of MySQL tables that will be shared. It
use the Joomla notation:

e “#_” means in Joomla the table prefix

o “%”is the MySQL wildcard that mean any character or words.

The list of extension that may be share is limited.

The sharing definition is present in the “check for update” distribution.
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Therefore if you want to share an extension that is not currently present, send
us a email with your extension proposal. We will analyze it and perhaps we
will add your sharing proposal into a new “check for update”.

When submitting a sharing proposal, please provide us the URL where we can
download the extension for free or join us the extension in attachement.

3.4. Tools

The tools menu is provided to help the user supervise the installation of the
extensions into the different websites.
This is a tool that compare the extension installed between the master
website, the template website and the current website.
It also allows perform some install/sharing and un-install operation on the
slave sites.
This tool is divided into two parts;

- A hierarchical tree that present the website dependencies (based on the

websites template usage)
- A description of current selected websites.

When you select a website, JMS perform plenty of queries in the different DB
(master, parent website template, selected website) to retreive the whole
configurations and perform a comparison between the websites. It is designed
to help the user install/share or un-install extensions.

The description of a website is divided into several panel:

- Detail panel provide the description of the DB connection of the select
websites;

- Components, modules and plugins list all the extensions present in the
master website and compare them with the one present in the “template”
website and with the selected websites.

Only the “no core” Joomla extension is listed as the core joomla extension
cannot be un-installed.

- Templates and Languages are available for Joomla 2.5 (and 3.x) that avoid
logging into the back-end of the slave site to discover them.

Only the “no core” Joomla extension are listed as the core joomla extension
can not be un-installed.

- Table panel provide information concerning the MySQL tables present. It
also compare the table present in the master website, the template website
and the selected websites.

In Joomla when you install an extension, in addition to install the PHP code of
this extension, there is also creation of DB tables and finally storing
information relative to this extension in a kind of “table of content”.
Unfortunattely, no where there is a list of the MySQL tables that are associated
to a specific extension. This is the responsibility of each author of an extension
to create the MySQL tables.
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To propose the service to install/share extension in the “tools” menu, JMS
contain a description of a limited number of extensions. The description of the
extension is possible and can be distributed with the “check for update”.

To display the installation/sharing rules, you can put the cursor over the
components/modules/plugins name. This will display a tool tips with the
description.

To know if JMS contain definition of the extension and perhaps also sharing
definitions, JMS use some icon convensions:
e I mean that you can install the extension and that JMS contain the list of
table to use for the installation.
e || means that you can install or share the extension. JMS contain both
descriptions.
e [“| means that it is NOT recommended to install this extension with
this tool. JMS does NOT contain the description of this extension. Submit

a require to the support to propose adding the extension in a next “check

for update” distribution.

It is preferable to re-install the extension in the slave site or in case where
the extension is installed in the template (parent) and not in the slave site, to
open/save the slave site in the “manager site” to synchronize the install of
ALL the extensions.

e [ Mean that the extension is installed

e i Mean that the extension is shared

e % Means that only the “toc” of the extension is present and that no
description is present in JMS

e s Means that only the “toc” of the extension is present and is perfectly
described in JMS
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Websites tools

Manage sites Templates Tools

E--@Websites

E @ imaster_db:

Check patches

User's Manual

Detail Components

Components

Aggora Forum

Banners

Builet Inztallation
Community Buildsr
Hello

Hat Property

JCE Administration
JEwents M

Joomla Estate Agency
JoomlsPack

Multi Sites

hulti Site= hMenu fem
Mewvs Feeds

Polls

Sigziu Online Business Index 2
iruehdart

‘Wigh Links

hiodules

Check for Updates

Pluginz

Master  Site

X
(]

H

€5 Rishto define this extension.

E 6 6 B B & B

Tahles

Action

Settings

EEEEE

4

Execute

About us

O O

Cancel Help

Propagate to children Overwrite

oo ojg|a

The tables to replicate are not defined in

JMS

Contact the JMS suppart to propose the

definition of this extension in & next

release of JMS

EEEEEEEE E

oo ogooojg g

H E BB S B E B B EE EE B 8 E R

3.5. Maintenance

With the introduction of Joomla 1.6, joomla does not provide anymore legacy
mode and also change the DB datamodel structure very frequently and also

inside a same release.

Joomla decided to not respect the commonly recognized “semantic versioning

notation” untill Joomla 3.4. (http://semver.org/spec/v2.0.0.html)

Therefore, at the difference with Joomla 1.5, now the DB structure can
change at any time and all the websites must use the same DB structure for a

given joomla version.

The chapter 8 describe more in detail the difference between update and

upgrade.

e An update generally corresponds to bug fixes and does not modify the

database structure.

e An upgrade generally modifies the database structure or add new table
into the DB to allow the new extension working properly. This may also
add or remove records in the existing tables.
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In joomla 2.5 (and 3.x), a new “extension manager” / database / fix
functionality is introduced to help fixing the DB modification but only check a
limited number of things and is not reliable.

Administration ¥ Joomial
Site  Users Menus  Content  Components  Extensions  Help &ovistors &1 Adnin =0 @ viewSte @ Loy ot
f F 4%
n Extension Manager: Check Database C & 32
Fix Options Help
Install Update Manage Discover Database Warnings

@ Warning: Database is not up to date!

» 1 Database Problem Found

¥ Other Information

Database schema version (in #__schemas): 2.5.6_49_fixjoomla.
Upitate wersion (in #__extensions) 2.5.6.

Database driver: mysoli.

66 database changes were checked successtully

24 database changes did not ater table structure and were skipped

Joomial 25 6

Joomlal®is free software releazed under the GNU General Public License

The JMS maintenance menu is inspired from this new feature and provides a
more sophisticated checking and fix.

S Huein Mo Conderd Compenenis Extrnmine Helg & 0 Viakars dordmns = 0 B Vew Ste oL'/l ol
/ - L e
"" Maintenance c Tg G‘ 'IE c G' A T
. Aetreah MEL1  Ramove MELMkE  nolel packegsd  Asmove oomie thes  FicD P with siipoed  Oheck DO el

Mainge e Templals Tools | Clwck palche Muienance | User's Manial | Check fos Upedate Sty Layort Aot

Before any action, we recommend that you perform a bachup of your environment

Fer Go  Peset = b o ek - 88 - i Datat kit « -

i [ w i ¢ Domsined DB Typed D8 4 Protix 4 [ra—p——

Extonsion |0 Name ¢ CodeVersion ¢ Type f Bt Folder ¢ DB Versien

Delmknie-nt 5
- Ly resc -

D] ot Mok sbite ittt e s ey o o . ooy | (g Fap——
- 4 Copy in res SOL

Jooninl 256

Kctatt b 1o S0 vene's ralmasnc Lrcine th LI e e Futie: Licerss

The functionalities available are:

e Check the DB data model structure in function of specific SQL scripts.
The scripts can be a new “joomla.sql” or migration script or any other
specific SQL scripts that would be provided.

It is also possible to check a DB structure on different joomla version

e Fix and Fix with skipped functionalities allow executing the SQL scripts
provided with (or without) the skipped statement. The “maintenance” menu
contain a MySQL parser able to recognize most of the statement and

- - @
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perform verification inside the DB to determine if a statement must be
executed or not (or is not understood - skipped).

e Remove Joomla file allows cleanup all the joomla files and folders with
the objective to re-install another joomla version. The idea is to keep all the
components, modules, plugins, templates ... files that are not present in a
standard joomla package. In case of a migration, this allow re-using all the
current files installed without copying them into another directory
structure.

Remark:
There is no check on which “extension path” is removed.
So be careful to not removing yourself.

o Install package allows unzip (extract) a package into the extension path
directory. We provide a list of available package that correspond to the
official joomla website for a full package. You can also download the
package manually and store the result into the directory:
“administrator\components\com_multisites\download”

e Remove JMS Links allows removing all the symbolic links but also
specific files that would contain a link that you would like rebuild. This
might be useful when moving an installation on an other server or
directory.

e Refresh JMS Links allows rebuilding the symbolic links.

The list of information are divided in several parts and the actions are
executed via “synchronious” Ajax to allow executing a large number of actions
that may require several minutes of processing

You have a list of websites that start by:

o “this_site:” It is present when the current website is not the master
website. In this case, it provides the possibility to check the DB on
yourself. It is generally displayed when the “settings” multisites directory is
connected on another joomla.

e “:master_db:” displays the master website information.

e “slave sites” is the list of slave sites defined in the master website.

For each site, a list of extension is provided and for each one, we try to
identify the version of the application and the version of the DB structure.

Technically, this is list is resulting of the content of the joomla 2.5 (or 3.x)
“#__schema” table but also resulting of all the components installed under
joomla 1.5 or 2.5 or 3.x.

When an information is not provided via the joomla 2.5 (or 3.x) “#__schema”,
an automatic detection is performed to discover the extension ID, extension
name, version of the component declared in its manifest XML file and the DB
structure version when it is available.
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To know which SQL script are available for each extensions, either hard-
coded scripts are declared (this concern the joomla core) but also scan of the
extension manifest file to search for install queries or install sql scripts. When
the manifest does not contain any SQL script declaration a scan in the
extension directory is used to discover all the “.sql” files.

Site identification is composed of:

Site ID

Site name: The title present in the joomla “global configuration”
(configuration.php)

Domains: The domain names defined in Jms Multi Sites.

DB Type: show the database driver type (mysql, mysqli, sqlazure, sqlsrv,

)

mysql and mysqli are considered as synonym and use the same SQL
scripts

DB name:

DB prefix:

For each sites, a list of extension is provided:

Extension ID: Number of the extension

Name: Name of the extension

Code version: This is the version number present in the manifest XML file.
Combine with the “Install Package” button, a combo box provide the list of
available “downloaded” packages.

Extension DY HName ¥ CodeVersion ¥ Type 9 Element

oo files _joomla file: joomla

25]
I
Joomla_2.5 6-Stable-Full_Package zip

Type: This is the type of extension. In joomla 2.5/3.x several types are
available such as “file, libraries, components, modules, plugins, ...”
Element: this is the “technical name” of the extension.

Folder: this is generally used by the plugins to provide the variant of the
plugins.

DB version: This is either the information collected from the joomla 2.5
“#__schema” or automatically computed based on manifest XML file or
based on the DB structure in case of joomla itself. The algorithm is able to
detect Joomla 1.5, 1.6, 2.5 and 3.x structures. Starting with Joomla 1.7
the information is considered as present in the “#__schema” table.
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DB Version 4 Site 1

Extension path ; Mimywebst
SniE ?glfcted schema ; filgoomis|

- Default ruls -
- Free SOQLanly -
- larore -

file Fjoomla £ 57 Fmesgl f LOCAL migration 1.6.1
file fjoomla £ 87§ mesql f MASTER Fis Update

file fjoomla £ 1§ mysgl F MASTER install

file fjoomla 1§ mysgl F MASTER migration 1.6.1
file fjoomla £ 1 mypsgl f THIS Fis Update

file fjoomla fJ* Fmysgl f THIS inlstallwl o

Different actions are possible on the DB structure:

- It is possible to select a specific SQL scripts to apply on the
extension;

- Provide a specific algorithm to apply on each SQL scripts
before execution

- Execute addition free SQL statement to fix some issues. The
free SQL statement can be collected from the “errors” or
“skipped” statement reported during a check of DB or after an
fix operation.

DB Version 4 Site Info
256
- Default il - % Eutenzinn path : Mmywehst! 25
| =gacy modd Selacted schema : fiejoomis|fmy=gLOCAL migration
Legacy 161
Legacy table
E:: it:ii 146 databasze changes were checked successiully
Fixt replace (O]
lgrore DROFP 1 30 databaze changes have errors.
Free SGQL: Copy in free SOL

43 database changes did not atter table structure
and were skipped.

Copy in free SEL

In addition to execute SQL scripts, it is possible to perform pre-processing
on the SQL script to allow filtering or change the behaviour of the SQL
scripts. This is the “legacy mode”.
e Site Info: This is the result of the “synchronous” AJAX processing.
In the case of a “check DB” or “Fix ...”, the information returned are:
- “extension path” to verify where is located the files (php code)
on the disk
“Selected schema” that allow verifying the rules applied
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- “Legacy mode” that allow verifying the pre-processing
algorithm selected on each statement
- Statement checked successfully
- Statement that return an error
- Statement that are “skipped”
For each SQL statement, the path to the file where the SQL
statement comes from is provided to help fixing potential bugs.

| SQL Scripts “rules” selection:

e “Default rule” use the action defined in the “top right” action. This can be
automatic or any other rules defined here below.
Automatic correspond to the automatic algorithm to detect the current DB
structure and that correspond to the first rule available for the given
version detected.

e Free SQL only. When a “free SQL” field is provided it is always executed

after the rule selected. When “free SQL only” is selected, the “automatic

algorithm” is disabled.

Ignore mean that no rules must be applied on this extension.

List of SQL scripts identified by the key (type, element, folder, driver, label)

“xml:” Identifies that SQL scripts were present in the manifest XML file

“sqlfile:” mean that SQL files are described in the manifest XML file.

e “discover:” means that SQL files were found in the component directory.
This exclude all files containing the word “uninstall”.

Remark:
The scripts available are defined in the directory.
“administrator\components\com_multisites\libraries\cms\schemasql\upda
tes”
In addition, an extension MySQL language is created to add some special
statement to perform pre-processing tasks. The additional statements are:
o “‘LEGACY TABLE”
o “FIX TABLE”
e “FIX_INSERT INTO”

“FIX_REPLACE INTO”

| Legacy mode algorithms:

To allow providing a kind of legacy mode on the DB, it is possible to add
limitation in the execution of the SQL script or perform addition verification.
For example, by default, when a table already exists, it is not verified. The “fix
table” mode allow verifying its structure and generate all the “add columns,
index or modify columns, index” to adjust the table structure.

Another example is the “legacy mode” that avoid deleting any columns or
indexes but just add new tables, new columns or just increase the size of
existing columns (not reduce the size).
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In addition, the “legacy” can be used to check an existing table structure and

» o«

create automatically the “create table”, “alter table add columns”, ... to modify
an existing table.

Multiple actions are possible with the legacy mode.

“Legacy”: This action converts all the “create table” into “legacy table” and
also enable the flag “ignore drop columns”.
“Legacy table”: This action converts all the “create table” into “legacy
table”. The “legacy table” algorithm consists in checking if a table already
exists and when it exists to check its table structure.
o If the table does not exists, create it
o If the table exists verify its structure and
- Generate “alter table ADD Columns”
- Generate “alter table modify columns” with a field size greater
than current size

- Generate “alter table add index”

- Generate “alter table modify index”
“Fix table”: This action is similar to the “legacy table” except that “drop
columns”, “drop index” are possible and that “modify columns” can be
applied on any columns size.
“Fix insert”: This action basically consists in converting all the “insert into”
into “replace into” to avoid adding duplicated records. In addition, when an
“insert into” SQL statement is provided with plenty of data in a single
insert, this “fix insert” try converting the multi-values insert into a “single”
insert into statement to allow ignoring all the duplicated insert. In other
words, 1 big muli-value is converted in several insert for each individual
records.
“Fix replace”: Allow converting a multi-records “replace into” into multiple
replace into with a single record for each “replace into”. So that, some of
the values can be considers as “ok” when other generate an error and must
be executed. This avoids executing all the records when just few of them
must be executed.
“Ignore DROP Columns”: Discard (ignore) any “alter table drop”, “alter
table drop columns”.

3.6. Settings

The settings menu has 2 functionalities.

1) It displays general information concerning the environment and
also provide the possibility to buy website quota for the creation
of front-end website that require “billable website” functionality

2) Configure the component to allow describing where is located the
“multisites data directory”, the features concerning the geo-
localisation and browsers. Such configuration was previously
available with a manual configuration in “multisites.cfg.php” file
and now a user interface is provided to customize this file.
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3.6.1.General Information

When you want to use the functionality of “billable” front-end websites, it is
required to buy quota on www.jms2win.com.

The interface that you can use to buy quota is present in Settings menu.

This menu shows you the current number of “billable” front-end websites that
have been created and your current website quota.

The website quota you have already purchased and that is attached to your
“ims2win” login. Therefore, you can share your website quota between
multiple JMS master installation.

- - 0
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When you click on “Buy quota”, you are redirected on www.jms2win.com
website and it will show you the different volume package available based on
your current quota.

When you have purchased quota, this will give you access to a special menu
in www.jms2win.com with your website quota history.

In addition to the website quota, Jms Multi Sites display some usefull

information such as :

e Unix Symbolic Links : allowed / forbidden;
This is not display on Windows platform.

e The MySQL version that condition if the Sharing functionality is available
or not. When using MySQL < 5.0, the sharing functionality is NOT
available.

See also the tutorial video 14 that show how to create “billable website” from
the front-end.
http:/ /www.ims2win.com/en/tutorial#jims12x-14

3.6.2.Configuration

The configuration correspond to the parameters that are defined in the
“multisites.cfg.php” file and “multisites_path.cfg.php” files.
The configuration is divided in different parts depending on the variant of
the product:

e General (or common) configuration

¢ Geo-localisation configuration

e Browser feature configuration

A detailed description of the parameters is already present in section 3.2.2.2

3.7. User's manual

This user’s manual is available online.

It gives a direct access to this document.

A special feature is implemented to always give access to the latest version of
this manual that matches your Jms Multi Sites version.

The help screens are also available online.

3.8. Check for Update

“Check for Update” is a functionality to allows you to download update
automatically into the patches definitions.

This allows us to add patches definition for the extensions that could require
a modification to be compatible with Jms Multi Sites.

This “check for update” does not upgrade the Jms Multi Sites kernel. Only the
list of patches is updated.
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If a user identifies a problem with a specific extension he can report it to us
and if we can provide a solution with a patch, this is the channel we will use
to distribute the patch to the user community.

3.9. About us and registration

The about menu displays the version of the extension and possibly shows you
a registration button when you have not yet registered the component.

The registration is a mechanism that we use to determine if the user has paid
a fee for the download of this product and if he can have access “check for
update”.

Manage sites Check patches User's Manual About us

Multisites for Joomla! 1.5.x

Yerzion 1.0.0
Copyright

Copyright 2005 Echwin2vin spriu
Rue des robiniers, 107

B-TO24 Ciply

Belgium

Al rights reserved.
ey s 2vvin.com

This component is not registered.

Fleaze consider to register this component.

If you have purchased this componernt, it will be asked that you enter the registration code sent by email.

If wou are & nevy uzer, it wil he proposed to buy this component.

If ywou don't wwant to register this component nosvy, ads will be displayved during the administration of this compaonent
Gotothe about menu it vou wart register thiz component later.

Register
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Manage sites Multisites for Joomla! 1.5.x, 2.5.x, 3.0.x

Templates
Yergion 1.3.67 - FULL (Latest available; 1.3.67)
Patches definition Yersion 1.3.63 [Latest available: 1.3.62)

Tools

Check patches

taintenance

- LSS
User's Manual lm) @ 'N
Check for Updates s

Settings

Layouts Copyright

About us Copyright 2008-2017 EdwinZVWVin sprlu
Rue des mhiniers, 107
B-7024 Ciply
Belgium

All rights reserved

i IS 2win. com
Praduct ID

Download 1D v D

1. Changelog

All editions

- Add Joomla 3.8 compatibility

- Add the Joomla update feature under Joomla 3.7 or higher.

In the about menu, a new "dosnload ID" info is added to allow JMs get the update of itself when a new release is published.

It is required that the extension is registered by the person who has purchased the product.

The download ID is automatically collected by IS when the product is registered.

When the download ID is attached to the product, JMS adds the info into the Joomla Update to allow including it imto the 1ist of the ertensions to check for update.

- Bundled with Patches definition 1.3.63
> Add patches for Joomla 3.8

When you register the product with user who purchased the product then
JMS is able to retrieve the order of the product and its download ID.

This information are used to allow add JMS to the list of the extension that
can be updated via the extension / update menu.

The “Download ID” can also be provided manually.

This is the download ID that is present in the email sent when the order is
confirmed or when the “Get Latest Version” menu is used into jms2win.com to
get a new download ID.

If after a rebuild in the extension manager / update site the “multi site”
extension disappear from the list of extensions then you just have to come
back into this “about us” menu to let JMS declare itself again into the joomla
update.
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4. Front-end dynamic slave sites creation

Creating a slave site from the front-end is a functionality that works with
“website template”. With the “website template” you define the rules for the
creation of a new website site.

You can either create “free” or “billable” slave site from the front-end.

First, we describe the parameter that can be entered by a final user.

Next, we describe the parameters that can be defined in the Joomla menu to
specify additional “billable” information.

Finally, we have a section that gives you some general information to help you
in the communication between JMS and your specific eShop. We have a
plugin “MultiSites for VirtueMart” that propose a complete integration with
very popular VirtueMart. This plugin allows you to automatically add an item
into the VM shopping cart, redirect the user to the check-out, process the VM
order to update the slave site status according the VM order status associate
to the slave site.

The front-end can only define a limited number of parameters. Those
parameters can be used by the “website template” in the definition of the
rules:
Select a “website template”. The template defines the rules that must be
used to create the new slave site.
A site prefix: This is a field that can be used as a keyword in the “website
template”. It can be used for example in the rule that defines the site ID.
In that sample below, use have used the template site ID rule =
“ufuser_id}{site_prefix}”.
{user_id} is a keyword that represent the Joomla user ID.
{site_prefix} is a keyword that represents the value introduced by the user in
this field.
An alias: This is a word that could be used in the creation of a domain
name. In our example, we have used this field in the rule that defines the
domain.
http:/ /{site_url}/u{user_id}{site_prefix}
http:/ /{site_url}/{site_alias}
{site_url} is the keyword that return the value of the current site URL
{site_alias} is the keyword that corresponds to the field entered by the user.
Site title: This is the title of the slave site that will be created.
Administrator login: is the field that display the login name of the
administrator. This is the name defined in the “website template”.
Administrator email: This is the new email address that must be associated
to the administrator user selected in the template.
Administrator password: This is the new password that the user wants to
associate to the administrator user defined in the template.
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- Comment: This is a free text that the user can add a few things he wants to
remember. This field is not displayed anywhere. This is just a field to write
some notes.

- Status: The status is a field computed during the slave site creation that is a
result of the processing. When the creation starts, the website is set in a
“Pending” status, and when completed, in a “Confirmed” status.

The status can also be synchronized with a eShop application such as
“VirtueMart”. It can be used by “billable” front-end websites.

- Expiration date: This is a field computed during the creation of the slave
site and that depends on the validity duration defined in the “website
template”. When it is specified, this means that JMS will recognize the slave
site until this date. After this period, this is the master website that will be
displayed.

The front-end user has the possibility to edit its slave site and request to pay
(buy button) for additional service. In this case, the payment procedure will
increment the expiration of the “validity duration”.

L ’ O
Websites 8 7
Delete  edit  Mew
I-Status- 'l
# [T Prefix  Alias Site title Farent Damain status Expiration
1€ testl aliasli sitenol  Diessais oo e modmulisiesb s, ooy o3 ow2008

yrnultisitesralias01

wiimultisitesiuG 3testid,

i e

2 testdd alias04 Siteno 4 D'essais

Results 1-2af2
Display Numl 20 'l

Powered by Joomla Multi Sites
Copyright @ 2008 - Edwin2Win spriu - all right reserved.

Website Details: [New] e Q

Save  Cancel

Template: I Template title hd IG Status:

Template info: This /s a description of the webslte termpliate

Site prefix: I 0
Alias: | (7]

Site title: | @

Administrator login: Administrator
Administrator email; (7]

Administrator | (7]
passwori:

Comment: 0
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4.1. Front-end menu definition

To give access to the dynamic slave site creation, you can use the menu type

“Multi Sites / Slaves sites”.

B, Menu Manager: New Menu ltem

Details S
¥ Basic Options
Menu term Type *

Select

Layouts
Menu Title
Filter on group narme
Al
ias Title
Mot
e Delete Button
Link index php?option=com_multisites Sview=slave
edit Button
Status Fublished %
Mews Button
Access Public hd
Lagin

Menu Location Main benu

Billahle wehsites

Parent lterm Meru lkem Ract %
Ordering Ordering will be available after saving Redirect URL
Target Window Parent v Payment script
Default Page @ Na O Yes
Language Al ~
Template Style - Use Default - w

On deploy success
L] 0

On deploy errar

On errar redirect URL

¥ Advanced Options
Template
Template description
Prefix
Alias
Site title
Adrninistrator Login
Adrrinistrator ehtail
Adrinistrator Pasgword
Comrent
ermail Maotification

email subject

email body

¥ Link Type Options

v B B O @8
Save Save & Close  Save & New  Cancel Help

- Select template - %

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

& Required ) Anonyrmous

O Enanle @ Disanle

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

@ Show O Hide

@ shaw O Hide

O Yes @ Mo

New User Details

Hello {user_name}, You have besn ~

added as a User wo {site_hame} by
an Administrator. This e-mail
contains your username and
password to log im to {site_url}.

Username: {user_login}inPassword: |s

When you supply a front-end slave site creation, you must define the criteria

that are used to display the templates available.
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Layouts: This is a combo box that allows you selecting among different look
for the front-end. See the “layouts” menu in a next section that show how to
install new layout.

Filter on group name: This is a group name present in the “website
templates”. This limit the list of templates proposed to the user with the
group name you have entered.

Title : This field allows you to change the title displayed of the list of slave
sites.

This allows you to avoid having to change the language file to update the
title.

Delete Button: It is possible to hide the “delete” button to avoid giving the
user the possibility to delete the slave site he has created.

Edit Button: It is possible to hide the “edit” button to avoid giving the user
the possibility to edit the slave site he has created.

New Button: It is possible to hide the “new” button to avoid giving the user
the possibility to create new slave site when you display the list of slave
sites.

Login: Allow deciding if only registered user or any “anonymous” users can
have access to the websites creation or list of slave sites.

Billable website: This is a flag that indicated if you propose a “billable slave
site” service or free slave site creation.

When it is enabled, it requires that you have available quota. See settings
menu to buy website quota.

When enabled, this also enable the usage of the “Jms Multi Sites” plugin and
different additional PHP scripts that can be executed during the slave site
creation.

When enable, this also hides the “powered by Jms Multi Sites” message that
appears in the bottom of the front-end list of websites.

Redirect URL: allow to redirect a user to a specific page when the website
creation is done with success. See also the “On error redirect URL” that
provide the URL in case of error.

Payment script: This field allows you to introduce a valid PHP code that
must be executed to proceed with payment.

Below, we give a sample of script that we have used to test the integration in
VirtueMart.

It adds an item in the shopping cart using the “sku” product reference
defined in the “website template”.

<?php
$payment_ref = uniqid(randQ));
if ( $renew) {
// Put here the code to renew a website

else {
// Put here the code when a new website is created
}

?>

Deploy on success: This is a script that is executed when the site
deployment is success.

It can be used for example to redirect the user to the checkout or to add
specific things such as update external files or environment that must be
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aligned with the new slave site. By example, this could be used to
automatically update the apache ‘httpd.conf” file.

The sample below is given for VirtueMart and shows how to redirect the
processing to the VirtueMart check out.

<?php

global $mainframe;

// Redirect to the check out

$root_url = JURI::base();

$mainframe->redirect(

"$root_url/index.php?page=checkout. index&ssl_redirect=1&option=com_virtuemart&ltemid=$ltemid");
?>

When VirtueMart is present, we have included a patch that allows you to
add a plugin on each modification of an order status.

The “Ums Multi Sites for VirtueMart” plugin implements the slave site status
update based on VirtueMart order status update.

For example when a payment notification is sent by PayPal to VirtueMart,
this calls a VM order status update that is intercept by the plugin. With this
plugin, the VirtueMart status is used to update the JMS slave site status.
Deploy on error: This is a script that is executed when the site deployment
failed.

Avanced parameters

The advanced parameters mainly specify which parameters must be show or
hide and also customizing the email that can be sent when a new password is
generated automatically and that it must be sent to the user.

- The parameters with Show/hide are:

Template

It can be hide when there is only one template available. Otherwise
this field should be set to “show”

Template description

Prefix

Alias

Site Title

Administrator Login

It can be hide when another rule like re-use the current user login is
used to setup the administrator login.

Administrator email

Administrator password

Comment

- The parameters relatives to the email notifications are:

Email notification
It can be used to force the send of an email to the administrator of the

website created.

Email subject

Email body

A limited number of keywords are available to customize the email.

ultisite

Page: 73/103



20%

Jms Multi Sites — User Manual v1.3

4.2. How to define script for additional specific processing

The script can be used for different purposes and is available with “billable
websites”.

The scripts can be used to perform additional processes such as specific
database updates required by some specific extensions, setup additional files
or communicate with other components like VirtueMart.

Here we illustrate the case where you want to create you own payment
module.

In this case, you can either develop a plugin such as “Jms Multi Sites for
VirtueMart” plugin or use additional scripts.

The principal is to:
- Create a unique payment reference that will be used to identify a payment
transaction
This transaction number is created using the “payment script”.
This script is called in a “sanity routine” to make all variables hidden.
This routine must either use

e return xxxx;

e or $payment_ref = xxx;

where xxx is the payment reference that must be attached to the website.

At this moment, you have all the information to add an item into the shopping
cart.
The information available and that can be used for a shopping cart are:

e ItemlID : This is the Joomla Item ID that is used for the breadcrumb;

e Site_id: that is the name of the site that can be used to update the
status or store information such as the expiration or validity duration
or any other information that must be attached to the website site
identifier.

e Sku : This is the SKU information that is defined in the “website
template” selected by the user

e Validity: This is a number that contain the validity value introduced in
the “website template”;

e Validity_unit: This variable can contain the values [days, months,
years]

e Renew: This is a flag that is set to true when the user clicks on the
“buy” button to renew its payment.

-  When the website is deployed, it is set in “Pending” status until the order is
paid. At this moment, the “on deploy success” script can be called to give the
opportunity to redirect the user to the “check out” section.

- When an error occurs during the website creation, this script gives the
opportunity to undo or cancel some operations

- When the payment is performed with your favorite eShop or any other
system, you have to notify JMS that the slave site status is confirmed (or
cancelled).
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We have developed a routine ‘updateStatus” that is documented in the next
section and that can be used from anywhere to update a slave site status.

Remark:
This payment module description is given as a sample.
Depending on the eShop, specific development is required to interface JMS
with this eShop.

4.2 .1 Multisites Utils functions

4.2.1.1.function updateSitelnfo( $site id, $values)

Generic routine that allow to update some JMS website values
using a site ID.

This update the content of the file "config multisites.php" file
present in the site ID.

This routine starts by reading the current configuration values.
Next it updates the DBInfo values with new values parameter.
Finally, it rewrites the configuration files with the new values.

This routine can be used to store the eShop order identifier when

it is known.

Parameters:

- $site_id: The slave site identifier that must be updated;
- $values: An array of key/values that must be written into the
sites information section.

Sample:

// Retreive the contract information present in the session

Ssession =

Ssite id = $session-
Spayment ref = $session-
$validity = $session-
Svality unit = $session-

$values = array();

// VirtueMart infos
Svalues|['order id']
Svalues|['order number']

& JFactory::getSession() ;

>get ( 'site id', null,
>get ( 'payment ref', null,
>get ( 'validity', null,
>get ( 'vality unit', null,

Sdb->f ("order id") ;
$db->f ("order number") ;

// JMS Template infos retrieved from the session

$values['inc validity']

Svalues['inc vality unit']

require once (

JPATH ADMINISTRATOR.DS.'components'.DS.'com multisites'.DS.'classes'.DS.'utils

Svalidity;
Svality unit;

MultisitesUtils::updateSiteInfo( $site id, $values);

'contracts') ;
'contracts') ;
'contracts') ;
'contracts') ;

.php') ;

ulti

ite

Page: 75/103




20%

Jms Multi Sites — User Manual v1.3

4.2.

1.2.function updateStatus( $key, $value, $newStatus)

Update the status value based on a key and a value.

This function searches for the site that has the key name = value
expected.

This function scans all the slave sites and searches for “key”
(variable) defined in the slave site and that has the “value” given

in

the second parameter. When the condition is a success, it

updates the “status” fields with the “newStatus” value provided in
the third parameter.

This allows you to use any key field in the scan.

For example, VirtueMart use the 'order_id' field to identify the
order and this information can be stored in the website info to
later update the status.

This routine is used by billable website post processing to update
an order status.

In

case of VirtueMart, it is used by the plugin "onUpdateStatus".

Parameters:

$key: The Key name the must be used to retrieve a website. (ie.
'order_id')

$value: The value of the key. (ie 145 => 'order_id' = 145)
$newStatus: An array with the list of new values to store in
DBInfo.

The possible status of a slave sites are:

e Confirmed

e Pending

e Cancelled

e Refunded
Returns:

True when update is OK
False when an error occurs.

Sample:
Here below we give you an extract of very basic PHP code that

could be used to update a slave site status with the JMS
VirtueMart plugin Slave Update Status.

// Convert the VirtueMart status code into JMS status code
$statusCodes = array( "P" => "Pending”,

€

e
W

)s

=> "Confirmed”,
=> "Cancelled”,
=> "Pending” // Waiting for payment confirmation
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$newStatus = $statusCodes[ $order_status];

// retreive the VirtueMart order_id
$order_id = (int)$d["order_id"];

// Update the slave site that match the order ID and set the new status
require_once( JPATH_ADMINISTRATOR.DS. "components” .DS. "com_multisites”.DS."classes”.DS. "utils.php™);
MultisitesUtils: updateStatus( "order_id", $order_id, $newStatus);

4.2 .2.Multisites "front-end” slave site flow chart

In the figure below, we have summarized the processing of the front-end
slave site saving in aim to highlight the different places where the external
script is called.

[ Save front-end slave ]
)

Read parameters
¥

| Load template info |

!
M@—WMU

Call Payment Script
!

Create the slave site
With “Pending” status

b

Error ?

Call On Deploy Error script

HO l
Create the TMS master index Plugin — onDenloy Err()

| Call On Deploy OK script |

Plugin — W_DK(}
[ End Save }—

In green box, is displayed the calls to the plugins and in the blue box, the call
to the menu scripts.
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4.2.3.MultiSites plugin API

When creating “billable” slave sites, JMS performs a call to “MultiSites”
plugins.

In this section we describe the public functions that can be implemented
for specific requirements.

The plugin can used to implement a special bridge between Jms Multi
Sites and a specific eShop, or can be used to implement special database
update required by some extensions.

Some extensions may save specific data that perhaps should be updated
to reflect the new website URL, path or whatever that could be website
dependent.

4.2.3.1.getPaymentReference( &$d, &$enteredvalues, &$model,
&$template, $renew )

This function is called before the creation of a slave sites and
requires that you return a “payment reference”.

Parameters:

- $d: An array of data;

- $enteredvalues: This is an array with the parameter entered
by the users.

- $model: This parameter gives access to the “slave site” model.
(MVC - Model View Controler)

- $template: This is a template object that contains the “website
template” information.

- $renew: This is a boolean flag that indicates if this is a new
website or the update of an existing website.

Returns:

- a Payment Reference : A string with the payment reference
- Null or empty when an error occurs.

4.2.3.2.function onDeploy OK( $d, &$enteredvalues, &$model)

This function is called once the website is created.

Parameters:

- $d: An array of data;

- $enteredvalues: This is an array with the parameter entered
by the users.

- $model: This parameter gives access to the “slave site” model.
(MVC - Model View Controller)
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Returns:
- none

4.2.3.3.function onDeploy Err ( $d, &$enteredvalues, &$model)

This function is called when an error occurs during the website
creation.

Parameters:

- $d: An array of data;

- $enteredvalues: This is an array with the parameter entered
by the users.

- $model: This parameter gives access to the “slave site” model.
(MVC — Model View Controller)

Returns:
- none

4.2.3.4.function onBeforeDeleteSlave( $site id, &$model)

This function is called before to delete a slave site.
Parameters:

- $site_id: The site identifier that will be deleted

- $model: This parameter gives access to the “slave site” model.
(MVC — Model View Controller)

Returns:

- none

4.2.3.5.function onAfterDeleteSlave ( $site id, &$model)

This function is called after a website is delete.
This allows the example to perform additional cleanup.
Parameters:

- $site_id: The site identifier that will be deleted

- $model: This parameter gives access to the “slave site” model.
(MVC - Model View Controller)

Returns:

- none
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4.2.4 Multisites "front-end” slave site - sample scripts for VirtueMart.

The following description and scripts are given to explain the logic and must
be used as a case study. In any manner it should not be used in production,
as it does not process all the cases. It has been simplified for the case study.
If you need a bridge between Jms Multi Sites and VirtueMart see the plugin
“Jms Multi Sites for VirtueMart”.

For VirtueMart the logic we have used is shown in green box in the following
flow chart.

Here we have used the VirtueMart “payment extra info” that is available for
some payment method. (ie. PayPal).

If you want to use VirtueMart with another payment module that does not use
payment extra info, perhaps you should modify some VirtueMart code to
update the slave site information with order id, payment reference and other
things like that. In fact the problem is that you have to wait that VirtueMart
has process the shopping cart to have an order ID.

The sample PHP code is present in the directory
“..administrator/components/com multisites/samples/VirtueMart”
The following files are present:

- checkout.jms2win_result.php: A PHP script that can be used as URL OK. In
the following example, we have not used because we have used a plugin that
do the same.

- payment_extra_info.php: A script that can be added into VirtueMart
payment extra info field. We have used it with PayPal.

- vm_utils.php: Some usefull function to communicate between VirtueMart and
JMS.

- plgvmslaveupdstatus V1.1.0.zip: A very basic Jms Multi Sites plugin that
demonstrate how to update a slave site status when a VirtueMart order status
is updated. This require the JMS patch for VirtueMart.
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[ Save front-end slave ]
¥

Read parameters

!

| Load template info | ]
! -Generate unique payment reference

. -Save some information in the session
Gl eyimeit £ -Add an entry in the shopping cart

! saved in the session
Create the slave site

With “Pending” status

Error 7 =+ Call On Deploy Error script
HO ¢
Create the TMS master index | [ End Save ]
1 PayPal payment extra info

Read the session and update
the slave sites info to store
the order id, payment ref; ...

!
Plugin On Update Status
-Update the multi site status
based on the orderid

Call On Deploy OK script { -Redirect to VM checkout |

The associated PHP scripts are:
1) Generate the Payment Reference and add an item in shopping cart

<?php
require_once( JPATH_COMPONENT_ADMINISTRATOR. */samples/VirtueMart/vm_utils.php*);
$payment_ref = uniqid(randQ));
if ( $renew) {
Jms2Win_VM_Utils: :addltem_Cart( $ltemid, $site_id, $payment_ref, $sku, $validity,
$validityuUnit);
¥
else {
Jms2Win_VM_Utils::addltem_Cart( $ltemid, $site_id, $payment_ref, $sku);
}

?>

2) Redirect to VirtueMart checkout

<?php

require_once( JPATH_COMPONENT_ADMINISTRATOR. "/samples/VirtueMart/vm_utils.php®);
Jms2Win_VM_Utils::redirect_CheckOut( $ltemid);

?>
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3) Payment Extra Info to add in PayPal VirtueMart payment module

This payment extra info allows you to update the order ID, the validity
duration and payment reference into the slave site. Part of this information is
retrieved for the session.

<?php
if ( 'defined( "DS")) define("DS", DIRECTORY_SEPARATOR);
require_once( $mosConfig_absolute_path
.DS. Tadministrator”
.DS. “components*
.DS. “com_multisites”
.DS. "samples”
.DS. "VirtueMart®
DS. "payment_extra_info.php*”

4) Update the Site status (with the VirtueMart plugin)

// Convert the VirtueMart status code into JMS status code
$statusCodes = array( "P" => "Pending”,

"C" => "Confirmed”,

*X" => "Cancelled”,

"W® => "Pending” // Waiting for payment confirmation (case of
ClearPark)

$newStatus = $statusCodes[ $order_status];

$order_id = (int)$d["order_id"];

// Update the slave site that match the order ID and set the new status
require_once(

JPATH_ADMINISTRATOR.DS. "components® .DS. "com_multisites”.DS."classes”.DS. "utils.php*);
MultisitesUtils: :updateStatus( "order_id", $order_id, $newStatus);

4.3. Front-end Layouts
The front-end layout can be customized.
You can either create your own layout (templates) or use layouts that you can

find in our “www.jms2win.com” websites.

The layout menu allows installing new “layouts”.

oy .
Administration jos \ Joomilal
Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 Visitors &1 8dmin = 0 B iew Site o Log out
O K <
Layouts manager or
Cancel  Uninstall Help
Layouts Install
Only those Templates that may be uninstalled are accessible. The default Template may not be rernoved Al v
Hum Template Client Version Date Author Compatibility
1 [ Black Site 100 Echwin2iin spriu 4
Display # 20
Joomlal 253
Joomlsl®is free software released under the GhU General Public License.
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Administration

Site Users Menus Content Components Extensions Help & 0 Visitors &1 Admin = 0 B8 Yiew Ste o Log out
- a4b
Layouts manager o
Cancel Help
Layouts Install

Upload Package File

Package File Upload & Install

Install fram Directory

Install Directory Install

Joomlal 2.5.3

JoomlahE is free software released under the GHU General Public License.

The layouts are stored in the “/components/com_multisites/templates”
directory and their definition is very similar to the standard joomla
templates.

If you want to create your own template, you just have to duplicate a layout
present in the templates directory to build an new one and update its
rendering.

For specific layouts, it is possible to declare “user defined” fields in the form
that will be saved inside the slave site definitions. The field name must be
called like “userdefs[XXXXX]” where the XXXXX is the name of the user
defined field.

<input class="inputbox™ type=""text" name="userdefs[companyName]"™ id="companyName"™ size="90"
maxlength="90" value="<?php echo $this->row->userdefs[“companyName’]; ?>" <?php echo $readonly;
?2>/>

Here it is an example of the “list anonymous” layout that can be added in
Jms Multi Sites. It allows display the list of the slave site as a directory of
website like some Search Engine propose it.
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. List of websites

rwith html tags
My Bleg 2 Win My Realestate 2Win
Joarmlal - the dynamic poral engine and content Joamlal - the dynamic portal engine and content
management system management system
Ritp b lanlwin ook o rgrealestate 2win
My Corporate 2 Win My Restaurant 2 Win
Joomlal - the dynamic portal engine and content Joomlal - the dynamic portal engine and content
management system management system
Ceci est un commentaire _du carporate bt e stagrantZwin.com

de plusieurs lignes et ceci
pourvoir ce que cela donne awec un tableau

Aftp e orporate2win corm

My Travel 2 Win

Joamlal - the dynamic portal engine and content
My Events management system
Joomlal - the dynamic portal engine and content hitp rytravelZwin.com
managemeant systam

Ceci est un commentaire
de plusieurs ligne
pourvoir ce que cela donne awec un tableau

hitp o rpeventZwin com

My Mariage 2 Win

Joomlal - the dynamic portal engine and content
management system

hitp A mpmariageZwin. com

Dizplay

» ®
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5. Jms Multi Sites for VirtueMart plugin

This plugin allows JMS to communicate with VirtueMart.
In fact it uses the VirtueMart shopping cart system to add items, proceed with
payment and update the website status regarding the VM order status.

The following screen shot illustrate a typical Website ordering.

In Joomla, you define a menu item that uses the “MultiSites” layout. This
functionality is only available for registered users. A control is performed to
check if the user is registered event if you select “Public” menu.

With this menu, this give access to the front-end website management

Demo plugin "JMS for VirtueMart" 5 / @

Delete adit [RI=00

I—Status— 'I

# Prefix Alias Site title Farent Diormain status E}{piraﬁﬂn

1 testd! alias0l sitenol  Template tils Eggg_ P —— Im:{:g:igi:ﬁj‘;ﬁ”" Cancelled  03-Noy-2008
2 O testd3 dynD3  siteno3  Termplate title Eggf"”ﬂ”ﬂ:i:g:{ggiggﬁéef”3 Cancelled  20-Now-2008
3 € testo4 alias04 Siteno4  Template title Eggﬁ_imﬁ:ﬂg:igi:ﬁsfﬁm Confirmed  30-O¢t-2008
4 £ testds dyn05  sitenos  Termplate title Eggﬁ . ;m:::i:ii;s:é?ms Confirmed  20-Mov-2008
5 ¢ 1esi0f alias0B sienof  Template tille Eggﬁ . :ﬂﬂ:ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁi:ﬁj?ﬂ”a Pending  20-Mov-2008
o o wtr smr sten Toe 15 R rtns ot

Results 1- 6 of 6

Display Numl 20 'l

When a user create a new Website, they receive an empty screen
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Website Details: [ New]

e

Q

Save  Cancel
Template: I Template title hd IG Status:
Template info: This /s & description of the webasite tempiate
Site prefix: | @
Alias: |
Site itle: | 7]
Administrator login: Administrator
Administrator email: (7]
Administrator [ (7]
password:
Comment: 0

Once he has introduced the parameters and click on “save” button, the plugin
takes the hand and saves some information into session.
The website is created with the “Pending” status and the user is redirected to

the VirtueMart checkout.

Waebsite Details: [New]

e

Save

Q

Cancel

Please wait while creating the wehsite.
~* This operation can take few minutes ...
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Checkout
»
N | Lt}-; 1_.=._.. —_—
Fayment lethod Complete Crder
Name SKU Price Quantity | Update Subtotal
Test product EURB.48 i g | EURE.48
Subtotal: EURE.48
Total: EURS.48
Tax Total: ELIRO.EA

Ifyou have a coupon code, please enter it helow:
Submit |

Please select a Payment Method!
Payment Method

& FayPal
' Deyia DirectMet PayButton

Tleod »> |

The product name is the one defined in VirtueMart and the SKU corresponds
to the one that is defined in the JMS “website template”.

VirtueMart provides the price and other information.

Once the order is confirmed, JMS plugin again receives the hand to update the
website information and add the corresponding VM order ID.

Thank you for your order.

v Your arder has heen successfully placed!

A confirmation email has been sentto:

Total amount to pay; 848 EUR

Froceed with payment

Follow this link ta view the Order Details.

The order id that is stored in the Website is used to synchronise the VM order
status with the JMS website status.
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Each time VM update the status of an order, it is reflected to the JMS website
that corresponds to this order.
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6. Language and internationalisation

The current component uses the standard Joomla language mechanism to
display most of the messages.

It delivers English messages located in:
e “/administrator/languages/en-GB/en-GB.com_multisites.ini”.
e “/administrator/languages/en-GB/en-GB.com_multisites.menu.ini”.
e “/languages/en-GB/en-GB.com_multisites.ini”.

It delivers French messages located in:
e “/administrator/languages/fr-FR/fr-FR.com_multisites.ini”.
e “/administrator/languages/fr-FR/fr-FR.com_multisites.menu.ini”.
o “/languages/fr-FR/fr-FR.com_multisites.ini”.

If you have installed this component in another language than “English” or
“French”, you probably need to create another file for the appropriate language
and translate all entries.
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7. System requirements

“Jms Multi Sites” has been tested with Joomla 1.5.26, joomla 2.5.28,

joomla 3.6.5 stable and joomla 3.7.0 RC2 version under PHP 5.3.28, PHP
5.4.16 and MySQL 5.5.31.

PHP 5 and MySQL 5.x is required.
Older PHP 4.3 and MySQL 4.1.x is no more supported

Other database engines such as Microsoft SQL Azure, SQL Server are not
supported.
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8. Joomla and extension upgrades

This section describes what to take into consideration when Joomla, or/and
extensions, have an update that must be installed.

8.1. Upgrading the Joomla Core

As for Joomla itself, the upgrade can be performed only once. In general the
upgrade deals with files that are not modified by Jms Multi Sites.

If the Joomla upgrade restores a file that is patched by JMS, the installation
patch will have to be re-applied.

In some cases Joomla might restore a file that will require the installation
directory to be removed in order to access the back-end. In this case, you will
have to rename or delete the installation directory in order to Jms Multi Sites.

(If you want to know if a Joomla upgrade will restore a file that is patched by
Jms Multi Sites, you can explore the Joomla upgrade distribution (zip, tar.gz,
etc.). Search to find files in their distribution that will replace one or more files
that are part of Jms Multi Sites patch list.)

Before installing Joomla update, it is recommended to un-install the Jms Multi
Sites patches. This is just a security to reduce a risk of inconstency. We have
encounter such potential problem with one past release of Joomla that have
required to un-install JMS patches before applying the Joomla update.

8.2. Updating Extensions

The upgrade of a foreign extension depends on the kind of upgrade you wish to
perform.

To know if the upgrade must be replicated on each web site, you must know
whether this impacts the database definition. If not, you can install the update
on the master site and it will be automatically available for all the slave sites.

If the extension update impacts the database definition, (i.e. adds table, adds
fields, adds values, etc.) you will have to repeat the upgrade of the extension on
each slave site to apply this database upgrade.

In general a bug fix does not concern the database and can therefore be
applied only once on the master website.

8.3. IJms Multi Sites upgrade

As for the upgrade of Jms Multi Sites itself, it is designed to overwrite the files
of a previous installation, as it does not save any information into the
database. This means there is no need to un-install a previous Jms Multi Sites
installation to upgrade to a new version of Multi Sites.

When you have purchased JMS, you have received a download ID that allows
you download the product a maximum of 3 times during 5 days.
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When limit is reached or the download period is expired, it is still possible to
request a new download ID when you go in our website.

8.3.1.6Get a new download ID for the latest version

To receive a new download ID corresponding to the product you have ordered,
you have a special "get latest version" menu that is available when you are
logged into JMS.

This option is provided to allow you update and receive bug fix in the JMS core.
The “Check for Update” only distribute the new patches definition for the
compatibility with the extensions.

The “get latest version” does NOT provide you the update to the upgrade of
JMS.

An upgrade correspond to new functionalities present in JMS and the are
identified by the second digit in the version number.

The “get latest version”give you the update corresponding to the last digit of the
version number.

The procedure to “get the latest version” consist in go to
http:/ /www.jms2win.com/get-latest-version

Select (check box) the product for which you want to receive a new download
ID and click on "get latest version" button in the top right.

This will resend you an email with the new download ID corresponding to the
selected producted.

8.3.2.How to update Jms Multi Sites

Normally, you can install JMS over a current one.

Nevertheless, It is advised to "uninstall" the JMS patches with current version
of JMS before installing the new JMS version.

When the new JMS version is installed, you can re-install the JMS patches.

Uninstall the JMS patches is also recommanded when you want to update
Joomla itself.

This reduces a risk of inconsistency between the patches that are present and
the patches that are missing due to the Joomla update (new files installed by
Joomla).

ultisite
Page: 92/103



20%

Jms Multi Sites — User Manual v1.3

Starting with Joomla 3.7, the about us menu has a “Download ID” field that
allow “Multisite” self declare into the list of the extension that can be updated
via the extension manager / update menu.

When it is declared into the joomla extension update then you can benefit of
the notification when a new version is available and also use the Extension
manager / update menu to get the latest version.
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9. Special procedure when working on localhost

Jms Multi Sites is not designed to work on a localhost because it this case,
some enviroment parameters used by Jms Multi Sites may be not present and
could provide unpredictable results.

To solve such kind of problem and also give the opportunity to simulate any
slave site, Jms Multi Sites contain a special feature that is only enabled when
working on a localhost.

Here we describe the special procedure that we use in development and that
does not work in production as soon as the domain name is different of
localhost or 127.0.0.1.

The procedure consist to add a parameter to simulate any slave site defined in
JMS.

The method consists to add _host_=xxxx parameter in the URL where xxx is
the slave site domain name to simulate.

Suppose you have defined in JMS a http://www.slavel.com

If you want to login in the administration of this website
http:/ /localhost/master/administrator/?_host_=http://slavel.com

There are some constraints.
You can not have ANY website defined in JMS with http://localhost or the
_host_ parameter will be ignored.

The _host_parameter is saved into the session.

This means that when you log off, or when session expire, you are
automatically returned to the master website.

As JMS create the session before Joomla, this may have side effect with some
extensions.

This method is usefull to have the same JMS definition than the one used in
production.

We hope this special procedure may help some users when working on a
localhost.

Remember that this feature only works with localhost and is unavailable when
you working with real domain name.

This feature also assume that you don't use the Symbolic Link and specific
folders for the slave sites.
This is a feature used for developement and there are limitations.
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10.Troubleshooting

10.1.Unable to write entry

Check patches installation

e Unable to write entry

Patches defintion version: 1.0.4

Files

@ One or more backup file is mig<ing. The original file(s) can not be restored.

Status

Install

- —
Check patches installation v g Q )
Install Uninstall Cancel Help
@ Unable to write entry
@ One or more backup file is mis=ing. The original file(s) can not be restored.
Patches defintion version: 1.0.4
Files Status
- —
v @ @ O

Uninstall Cancel Help

If the error message, “Unable to write entry” appears, this means that one or
more files that require patching are set to “read only,” or that you do not have

the necessary permissions to modify the file.

To help the user identify the files that have potential permission problem, the
“check patches” function gives a report on each file and directory that could
be problematic. It is up to the user to correct the permission of the files
and/or directories to allow patches deployment -- this can be done using a

Unix prompt or other tools.

In Unix, the command chmod and chown can be used to change the
permissions, and the owner of a files/directories. For more information on

Unix permissions, please refer here.
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11.License & copyrights

This component is delivered in respect with GNU/GPL License.
Here below we have reproduced this license text.

GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE
Version 2, June 1991

Copyright (C) 1989, 1991 Free Software Foundation, Inc.,

51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301 USA
Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute verbatim copies
of this license document, but changing it is not allowed.

Preamble

The licenses for most software are designed to take away your
freedom to share and change it. By contrast, the GNU General Public
License is intended to guarantee your freedom to share and change free
software--to make sure the software is free for all its users. This
General Public License applies to most of the Free Software
Foundation's software and to any other program whose authors commit to
using it. (Some other Free Software Foundation software is covered by
the GNU Lesser General Public License instead.) You can apply it to
your programs, too.

When we speak of free software, we are referring to freedom, not
price. Our General Public Licenses are designed to make sure that you
have the freedom to distribute copies of free software (and charge for
this service if you wish), that you receive source code or can get it
if you want it, that you can change the software or use pieces of it
in new free programs; and that you know you can do these things.

To protect your rights, we need to make restrictions that forbid
anyone to deny you these rights or to ask you to surrender the rights.
These restrictions translate to certain responsibilities for you if you
distribute copies of the software, or if you modify it.

For example, if you distribute copies of such a program, whether
gratis or for a fee, you must give the recipients all the rights that
you have. You must make sure that they, too, receive or can get the
source code. And you must show them these terms so they know their
rights.

We protect your rights with two steps: (1) copyright the software, and
(2) offer you this license which gives you legal permission to copy,
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distribute and/or modify the software.

Also, for each author's protection and ours, we want to make certain
that everyone understands that there is no warranty for this free
software. If the software is modified by someone else and passed on, we
want its recipients to know that what they have is not the original, so
that any problems introduced by others will not reflect on the original
authors' reputations.

Finally, any free program is threatened constantly by software
patents. We wish to avoid the danger that redistributors of a free
program will individually obtain patent licenses, in effect making the
program proprietary. To prevent this, we have made it clear that any
patent must be licensed for everyone's free use or not licensed at all.

The precise terms and conditions for copying, distribution and
modification follow.

GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE
TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR COPYING, DISTRIBUTION AND
MODIFICATION

0. This License applies to any program or other work which contains
a notice placed by the copyright holder saying it may be distributed
under the terms of this General Public License. The "Program", below,
refers to any such program or work, and a "work based on the Program"
means either the Program or any derivative work under copyright law:
that is to say, a work containing the Program or a portion of it,
either verbatim or with modifications and/or translated into another
language. (Hereinafter, translation is included without limitation in
the term "modification".) Each licensee is addressed as "you".

Activities other than copying, distribution and modification are not
covered by this License; they are outside its scope. The act of

running the Program is not restricted, and the output from the Program
is covered only if its contents constitute a work based on the

Program (independent of having been made by running the Program).
Whether that is true depends on what the Program does.

1. You may copy and distribute verbatim copies of the Program's
source code as you receive it, in any medium, provided that you
conspicuously and appropriately publish on each copy an appropriate
copyright notice and disclaimer of warranty; keep intact all the
notices that refer to this License and to the absence of any warranty;
and give any other recipients of the Program a copy of this License
along with the Program.

You may charge a fee for the physical act of transferring a copy, and
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you may at your option offer warranty protection in exchange for a fee.

2. You may modify your copy or copies of the Program or any portion
of it, thus forming a work based on the Program, and copy and
distribute such modifications or work under the terms of Section 1
above, provided that you also meet all of these conditions:

a) You must cause the modified files to carry prominent notices
stating that you changed the files and the date of any change.

b) You must cause any work that you distribute or publish, that in
whole or in part contains or is derived from the Program or any
part thereof, to be licensed as a whole at no charge to all third
parties under the terms of this License.

c) If the modified program normally reads commands interactively
when run, you must cause it, when started running for such
interactive use in the most ordinary way, to print or display an
announcement including an appropriate copyright notice and a
notice that there is no warranty (or else, saying that you provide

a warranty) and that users may redistribute the program under
these conditions, and telling the user how to view a copy of this
License. (Exception: if the Program itself is interactive but

does not normally print such an announcement, your work based on
the Program is not required to print an announcement.)

These requirements apply to the modified work as a whole. If
identifiable sections of that work are not derived from the Program,

and can be reasonably considered independent and separate works in
themselves, then this License, and its terms, do not apply to those
sections when you distribute them as separate works. But when you
distribute the same sections as part of a whole which is a work based
on the Program, the distribution of the whole must be on the terms of
this License, whose permissions for other licensees extend to the

entire whole, and thus to each and every part regardless of who wrote it.

Thus, it is not the intent of this section to claim rights or contest
your rights to work written entirely by you; rather, the intent is to
exercise the right to control the distribution of derivative or
collective works based on the Program.

In addition, mere aggregation of another work not based on the Program
with the Program (or with a work based on the Program) on a volume of
a storage or distribution medium does not bring the other work under
the scope of this License.

3. You may copy and distribute the Program (or a work based on it,
under Section 2) in object code or executable form under the terms of
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Sections 1 and 2 above provided that you also do one of the following:

a) Accompany it with the complete corresponding machine-readable
source code, which must be distributed under the terms of Sections
1 and 2 above on a medium customarily used for software interchange; or,

b) Accompany it with a written offer, valid for at least three

years, to give any third party, for a charge no more than your

cost of physically performing source distribution, a complete
machine-readable copy of the corresponding source code, to be
distributed under the terms of Sections 1 and 2 above on a medium
customarily used for software interchange; or,

c) Accompany it with the information you received as to the offer
to distribute corresponding source code. (This alternative is
allowed only for noncommercial distribution and only if you
received the program in object code or executable form with such
an offer, in accord with Subsection b above.)

The source code for a work means the preferred form of the work for
making modifications to it. For an executable work, complete source
code means all the source code for all modules it contains, plus any
associated interface definition files, plus the scripts used to

control compilation and installation of the executable. However, as a
special exception, the source code distributed need not include
anything that is normally distributed (in either source or binary

form) with the major components (compiler, kernel, and so on) of the
operating system on which the executable runs, unless that component
itself accompanies the executable.

If distribution of executable or object code is made by offering
access to copy from a designated place, then offering equivalent
access to copy the source code from the same place counts as
distribution of the source code, even though third parties are not
compelled to copy the source along with the object code.

4. You may not copy, modify, sublicense, or distribute the Program
except as expressly provided under this License. Any attempt
otherwise to copy, modify, sublicense or distribute the Program is
void, and will automatically terminate your rights under this License.
However, parties who have received copies, or rights, from you under
this License will not have their licenses terminated so long as such
parties remain in full compliance.

5. You are not required to accept this License, since you have not
signed it. However, nothing else grants you permission to modify or
distribute the Program or its derivative works. These actions are
prohibited by law if you do not accept this License. Therefore, by
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modifying or distributing the Program (or any work based on the
Program), you indicate your acceptance of this License to do so, and
all its terms and conditions for copying, distributing or modifying
the Program or works based on it.

6. Each time you redistribute the Program (or any work based on the
Program), the recipient automatically receives a license from the
original licensor to copy, distribute or modify the Program subject to
these terms and conditions. You may not impose any further
restrictions on the recipients' exercise of the rights granted herein.
You are not responsible for enforcing compliance by third parties to
this License.

7. If, as a consequence of a court judgment or allegation of patent
infringement or for any other reason (not limited to patent issues),
conditions are imposed on you (whether by court order, agreement or
otherwise) that contradict the conditions of this License, they do not
excuse you from the conditions of this License. If you cannot
distribute so as to satisfy simultaneously your obligations under this
License and any other pertinent obligations, then as a consequence you
may not distribute the Program at all. For example, if a patent
license would not permit royalty-free redistribution of the Program by
all those who receive copies directly or indirectly through you, then
the only way you could satisfy both it and this License would be to
refrain entirely from distribution of the Program.

If any portion of this section is held invalid or unenforceable under
any particular circumstance, the balance of the section is intended to
apply and the section as a whole is intended to apply in other
circumstances.

It is not the purpose of this section to induce you to infringe any
patents or other property right claims or to contest validity of any
such claims; this section has the sole purpose of protecting the
integrity of the free software distribution system, which is
implemented by public license practices. Many people have made
generous contributions to the wide range of software distributed
through that system in reliance on consistent application of that
system; it is up to the author/donor to decide if he or she is willing

to distribute software through any other system and a licensee cannot
impose that choice.

This section is intended to make thoroughly clear what is believed to
be a consequence of the rest of this License.

8. If the distribution and/or use of the Program is restricted in
certain countries either by patents or by copyrighted interfaces, the
original copyright holder who places the Program under this License
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may add an explicit geographical distribution limitation excluding
those countries, so that distribution is permitted only in or among
countries not thus excluded. In such case, this License incorporates
the limitation as if written in the body of this License.

9. The Free Software Foundation may publish revised and/or new versions
of the General Public License from time to time. Such new versions will
be similar in spirit to the present version, but may differ in detail to
address new problems or concerns.

Each version is given a distinguishing version number. If the Program
specifies a version number of this License which applies to it and "any

later version", you have the option of following the terms and conditions
either of that version or of any later version published by the Free

Software Foundation. If the Program does not specify a version number of
this License, you may choose any version ever published by the Free Software
Foundation.

10. If you wish to incorporate parts of the Program into other free
programs whose distribution conditions are different, write to the author
to ask for permission. For software which is copyrighted by the Free
Software Foundation, write to the Free Software Foundation; we sometimes
make exceptions for this. Our decision will be guided by the two goals
of preserving the free status of all derivatives of our free software and
of promoting the sharing and reuse of software generally.

NO WARRANTY

11. BECAUSE THE PROGRAM IS LICENSED FREE OF CHARGE, THERE IS
NO WARRANTY
FOR THE PROGRAM, TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW.
EXCEPT WHEN
OTHERWISE STATED IN WRITING THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND/OR
OTHER PARTIES
PROVIDE THE PROGRAM "AS IS" WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EITHER EXPRESSED
OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED
WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THE
ENTIRE RISK AS
TO THE QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE OF THE PROGRAM IS WITH YOU.
SHOULD THE
PROGRAM PROVE DEFECTIVE, YOU ASSUME THE COST OF ALL
NECESSARY SERVICING,
REPAIR OR CORRECTION.

12. IN NO EVENT UNLESS REQUIRED BY APPLICABLE LAW OR AGREED TO
IN WRITING
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WILL ANY COPYRIGHT HOLDER, OR ANY OTHER PARTY WHO MAY MODIFY
AND/OR

REDISTRIBUTE THE PROGRAM AS PERMITTED ABOVE, BE LIABLE TO YOU
FOR DAMAGES,

INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES ARISING

OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE PROGRAM (INCLUDING BUT
NOT LIMITED

TO LOSS OF DATA OR DATA BEING RENDERED INACCURATE OR LOSSES
SUSTAINED BY

YOU OR THIRD PARTIES OR A FAILURE OF THE PROGRAM TO OPERATE
WITH ANY OTHER

PROGRAMS), EVEN IF SUCH HOLDER OR OTHER PARTY HAS BEEN
ADVISED OF THE

POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS
How to Apply These Terms to Your New Programs

If you develop a new program, and you want it to be of the greatest
possible use to the public, the best way to achieve this is to make it
free software which everyone can redistribute and change under these terms.

To do so, attach the following notices to the program. It is safest
to attach them to the start of each source file to most effectively
convey the exclusion of warranty; and each file should have at least
the "copyright" line and a pointer to where the full notice is found.

<one line to give the program's name and a brief idea of what it does.>
Copyright (C) <year> <name of author>

This program is free software; you can redistribute it and/or modify

it under the terms of the GNU General Public License as published by
the Free Software Foundation; either version 2 of the License, or

(at your option) any later version.

This program is distributed in the hope that it will be useful,

but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; without even the implied warranty of
MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. See the
GNU General Public License for more details.

You should have received a copy of the GNU General Public License along
with this program; if not, write to the Free Software Foundation, Inc.,
51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA 02110-1301 USA.

Also add information on how to contact you by electronic and paper mail.
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If the program is interactive, make it output a short notice like this
when it starts in an interactive mode:

Gnomovision version 69, Copyright (C) year name of author

Gnomovision comes with ABSOLUTELY NO WARRANTY; for details type
“show w'.

This is free software, and you are welcome to redistribute it

under certain conditions; type 'show c' for details.

The hypothetical commands ‘show w' and ‘show c¢' should show the
appropriate

parts of the General Public License. Of course, the commands you use may

be called something other than “show w' and "show c'; they could even be
mouse-clicks or menu items--whatever suits your program.

You should also get your employer (if you work as a programmer) or your
school, if any, to sign a "copyright disclaimer" for the program, if
necessary. Here is a sample; alter the names:

Yoyodyne, Inc., hereby disclaims all copyright interest in the program
"Gnomovision' (which makes passes at compilers) written by James Hacker.

<signature of Ty Coon>, 1 April 1989
Ty Coon, President of Vice

This General Public License does not permit incorporating your program into
proprietary programs. If your program is a subroutine library, you may
consider it more useful to permit linking proprietary applications with the
library. If this is what you want to do, use the GNU Lesser General

Public License instead of this License.
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